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On the Diseases of the Ovaries and Uterus. 


I wave now, Gentlemen, before me, a 
few only of those preparations—prepara- 
tions of the ovaries and the uterus, Suppose 
you were to begin the study of this subject 
with those interested feelings I should con- 
ceive you should have, I would advise you | 
to go round the gallery and see the natural 
preparations and comparative views of the 
ovaries, and then to descend to the consi- | 
deration of their morbid appearances. You 
would then have before you, in the form of | 
a demonstration of the ovaria, that the ova- | 
rium was a mass of vessels prepared for an | 
important action, and that the main portion 
of its body consisted only of arteries and 
veins, being, as it were, a preparation for | 
a higher degree of different parts. You 
would then find that in the cortex, as it 
were, or the outer membrane of this ova- 
rium there were little vesicles, small tran- 
parent vesicles, as you would find by hold- 
ing them betwixt you and the light. You 
would then understand too, that these little 
vesicles are, in fact, ova, and that those ova 
have an influence in them which we cannot 
comprehend, but which we sce developed. 
First you see them extremely little, then 
you see them larger, and then you see 
them projecting from the general sur- 
face, and ready to fall into the grasp of 
the Fallopian tube. What is remarkable is, 
that this little vesicle, in its changes, should 
not depend upon the general activity of the 
part, any more than the growth of the rudi- 
ments of the teeth in the jaw depend upon 
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the general activity of the vessels in the 
jaw, because you know that one tooth will 

rapidly excited and grown without the 
tooth next to it being at all affected. As 
one class of teeth is in close contact with 
a second class, and as the first class will in 
succession gradually grow and develop 
themselves, so will those little ova, each 
by a law of nature as it were influencing the 
parts around, increase in the manner I have 
stated ; and it is remarkable to observe the 
influence at this period on the whole female 
constitution, produced by the excitement 
of that small part. You know very well 
that it is the coming forward of these ova- 
ria that produces what we call menstruation ; 
and if you examine those parts where the 
woman has died in menstruation, you not 
only find what the old pathologists and 
physiologists coneeived a change in the 
surface of the uterus, but you find a change 
in the whole system of the uterus; you find 
that the whole system has been changed, as 
it were, preparatory to conception, and that 
if this does not take place, nature has fur- 
nished the means of taking off that fulness 
and activity—I mean by the menstrual dis- 
charge ; and hence you see that the effect 
of menstrual discharge, being what nature 
employs to relieve the plethora and fulness, 
is very often the beginning of disease, al- 
lowing the vascular action to rua into a 
morbid state instead of being merely sub- 
servient to the natural function. Accord- 
ingly there is no part of the body so fre- 
quently diseased as the ovaria, owing to 
excitement and irritation of the parts; and 
we find here too, in this particular instance 
as it were, a confirmation of a fact copied 
from other instances, that when a thing 
gives up its natural function, when it re- 
signs its natural office, it then becomes 
liable to disease ; the opinion being, that as 
long as a part is subject to its natural ex- 
citement so long is it kept from morbid irri- 
tation, but that when its natural action is 
gone, then it becomes subject to disease ; 
and certainly there is no part which fur- 
nishes so decided a proof of this as the 
ovaria. 

Accordingly, if you will only look at 
these preparations, you will have before 
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you all the varieties of disease affecting 
this part. The first and most common, 
is a disease almost like dropsy; vascular 
action takes place, vesicles form, ‘those en- 
large and become considerable tumours, and 


us never to have out of mind the displace. 
ment of the uterus, or the falling down of 
an ovarian tumour. It is when this takes 
| place that practitioners think of puncturing 
the tumour. Now it would be a happy 


an opinion is—that opinion has not been thing, if we could always say the tumour 
established—but an opinion prevails, that | contained a watery fluid ; butitis notso: yet 
it is the origina] vesicles that become thus you wish that it may be a fluid which ought 
dropsical. If one were to take, on the con- | to be relieved with the trocar; and when 
trary, a comparative view of the thing, and | there is a reasonable expectation that it is 
to see what resemblance this had to the | such, it is proper to relieve the obstruction 
testicle, then you would see that there are | of the rectum, or of the bladder, or even of 
often such vesicles and tumours, and drop- | the vagina, in labour, by puncturing the 
sies, formed in the testicle, and almost from | ovarian tumour in this position. Suppose 
the same cause—I mean excitement of the | it was to full down into the pelvis, and get 

art, and which would almost lead us to} betwixt the rectum and the bladder in the 

lieve that it was the common cellular | position to which I now direct your atten- 
membrane which was the seat of disease ; tion, (pointing to a diagram,) or that it had 
but then when the common cellular mem-_ fallen down under the hollow of the sacrum 
brane is the seat of disease, it contains at the time you expect labour to come on, 
merely a thin fiuid, whereas the surgeon no doubt those of you who have been edu- 
who has been in the habit of tapping the cated to this branch of the professicn, well 
ovarium, knows very well that they contain a | know that it is your bounden duty to trust 
viscid, thick sort of matter, which makes us to nature, and that nature will do wonderful 
believe it to be a disease in another part, | things to forward the birth of the child; 
and not mere effusion of water into the | and that that which appears as an absolute 
common cellular membrane. | obstruction to the birth of the child, will, in 

You have here, in some of the other pre-| progress of time, by that remarkable and 
parations, accumulations of hair, fat, and | extraordinary change of condition which the 
teeth, as you see now in my hand. Now) parts take upon themselves previous to de- 
when you observe hair, fat, and hard teeth | livery, be removed, and the child’s head 
growing in the ovaria, it is very natural to | will pass down easily. {It is necessary to 


conceive that this is the natural result of| recollect this, because you will find that the 
sexual intercourse ; but it is necessary that | soft tumour will be squeezed aside, and that 


you should know, that the best authors in 
our profess‘on,. and among others Dr. Bail- 
lie, affirm that it is no such thing, but that 
a mere process of nature, without sexual 
intercourse, will produce it. 

There are here likewise large tumours 
filling up the abdomen ; and there are some 
of those tumours of a hard and firm sub- 
stance, so firm that you would call them 
scirrhous; yet when you look at the sac, 
when you attentively examine the cellular 
enlargement, the fatty tumour, what you 
would be inclined to call scirrhus in this 
part, is by no means scirrhus. 

And now, Gentlemen, from such review, 
what is to be learnt, or to what use can we 
put these facts? The first thing that I beg 
you to notice, is the consequence of the 
tumour acquiring the size which it very 
often does—the size of an orange. It does 
not appear that it gets specifically heavier, 
yet it is important to know that sometimes 
it does fall down into the pelvis, and gets 
betwixt the parts there, producing ob- 
struction to the bladder, obstruction to the 
rectum, or even obstruction to the vagina in 
the case of labour. I say it is important for 
us to recollect, that when we are trying 
to know what is obstructing the flow of 
urine, or when we comé to cases of ob- 
struction in the rectum, it is important for 


the delivery will be accomplished. Accov- 

| chears have found the necessity of punc- 
| turing those ovarian tumours, when they 
|have fallen down between the rectum and 
|the vagina. But there is a remarkable de- 
| gree of difference of circumstances taking 
| place, and giving’a shadow of diversity to 
every case you meet with in practice. Now 
I will give you two instances of cases which 
may happen to you, and which were the 
only two I have ever been consulted upon, 
or that occurred to me, of this kind. 

In the first instance, I was brought to 
give an opinion “pen. whether an ovarian 
tumour occupied the pelvis, in a manner to 
make it necessary to operate upon it for the 
delivery of the woman who was in labour; 
and, if I thought so, I was called upon to 
puncture the tumour. Now there were 
many gentlemen in consultation, and very 
eminext gentlemen. When I went to ex- 
amine the woman, ! was surprised indeed ; 
and when I came back to my consultors, 
four or five of them, | said, gentlemen, it is 
very surprising, but I cannot feel this ova- 
rian tumour. So one ‘said, it was indeed 
very odd, but that I was not much accus- 
tomed to such an examination perhaps. 
Auvother said, it was a thing not to be 
credited, that the surgeon could not feel it. 
The third said, lo, its as large as a Norfolk 
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dumpling, he cannot mistake it. I said,|the most part, fatal. I know a gentleman 
gentlemen, is it possible that all of you can | very well, who thought that he would not be 
mistake the promontory of the sacrum for a| contented with tapping, but that he would 
tumour? They all went and examined the | inject also, in analogy to the operation of 
woman again, and each of them came away | hydrocele. He did that; and after tapping 
wiping his fingers without saying a word,|he introduced a bougie, stirred about the 
for the fact was they had mistaken the case, | contents with a view of irritating the parts, 
it was the case of a distorted spine, it was | and destroying the disease ; but the effect 
the promontory of the sacrum falling down, | was, that inflammation came on—peritonitis, 
and encroaching upon the pelvis. Thus,| marked with all its inflammatory symptoms, 
then, you are to consider, that such cases | and death on the third day. 
are to be met with ; and, further, to re- It would be well for you, I think, Gen- 
member, that there are instances of mid-|tlemen, to read a paper by Dr. Hunter on 
wives taking this distortion of the spine into | this subject, for 1 think it’s from the ne- 
the pelvis for an ovarian tumour, and of at- | glect of reading such papers—the neglect of 
tempting to perforate the head of the child | the sentiments of such men, that we allow 
on account ot it. our practice to retrograde occasionally. Now 
‘The next instance is more important, be- | you will find that he is speaking of this 
cause I think it more likely to happen to| very subject of operations of the ovaria, of 
you: it was the case ofa lady, where it was| tapping and injecting the ovaria; and I 
supposed a tumour occupied the side of the | think he gives most excellent advice ; for you 
pelvis, and pressed upon the vagina, still | know, if any man was, as it were, ever com- 
the question was upon the propriety of) missioned to make a trust to the powers of 
puncturing it. I felt, and I felt certainly a| Nature, it was Dr. William Hunter. At 
tumour—that is, I felt a fulness. But, as | the time he became celebrated, accoucheurs 
every surgeon would naturally think, there! were very bold indeed. They had got to 
was a great difference in feeling this when | such a pitch, that there were many in this 
the patient was in a horizontal position, | country, and Baudelocque, in France, a3 well 
from what there was when she was erect. | asothers, whothought of nothing but mecha- 








The fulness and tension were so great when | nical process ; taking the dimensions of the 
she was erect, and went so much away when | child's head with the state of the pelvis, 
in the horizontal position, that it was clear| and so on. The opinion of Dr. Hunter was, 
there was some fluid in it, and that it was, | that we should very seldom interfere with 


in some way or other, connected with the | Nature; and he carried that into all the 
spine. I thought it probable that it was a/ changes of Nature with some very pertinent 
psoas abscess, and certainly it turned out to be and striking observations upon the impro- 
a psoas abscess. Now this only confirms| priety of operating upon the ovaria. But 
an advice 1 ventured to give you formerly,| we see the thing coming round again to 
that the kssons we get at lectures are apt| where it was, and we are now told that the 
to carry tue mind on to regular circum- jovaria may be extirpated, and that the 
Stances occurring in the course, forgetting | practice is to remove it; that, in short, 
the variety of things that present themselves | there is a discovery, not of a new part, but 
to our notice in practice, and leaving us| a discovery of a new power, by cutting into 
without making a due selection of the proba- | the peritoneum, and that there is no dan- 
bilities. ger to be apprehended from such an opera- 
Now these sacs, when they acquire a large | tion. Now really this is such an important 
size, press aside the intestines, as you know point, that I am sure you will excuse me for 
very well, touch the whole surface of the | entering into it. I think the teachers may 
peritoneum, press up even the length of the | be somewhat accused for omitting this point, 
diaphragm, hill the whole abdomen, and ex- though probably they may be so well con- 
tend to an enormous size. ‘The practitioner | vinced upon it, that they may take it to be 
should, therefore, make a distinction be-| so fixed, as perhaps not to be necessary to 
tween dropsy of the abdomen and this ova-| call the attention of the profession to the 
nan enlargement; for he should use a larger | facts on which the reasoning was originally 
trocar in the latter imstance, than is to be | founded. 
used where ther ‘s merely a fiuid to be! You might begin, as it were, to observe 
evacuated frou ..¢ membraues of the peri-| this subject, by taking up any professional 
toneum; and he will recollect, too, that, work on surgery, where you find a due dis- 
there is but one sac enlarged in the ovarian tinction made between penetrating wounds ; 
nlargement. that is to say, if a man be wounded with a 
But 1 have likewise to remind you here, | bayonet in the body, and the point has not 
of running into the danger of extremes. It | touched the peritoneum, he is safe; it is a 
is said by some that you are not to punc-|mere simple wound; but if the slightest 
ture, but to inject as in the case of hydrocele.| wound is made into the peritoneum, if the 
New the injection of the ovarian sac is, for | smallest part of the bayonet has penetrated 
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it, that man is in imminent danger. If a 
boy climbs up a tree, and has a spike run 
into him, we hope that he is safe ; and 
though he be ripped up to an enormous ex- 
tent, we care not how much, provided the 

ritoneum is not wounded, he may do well. 

r. Monro attributed the fatality attending 


MR. C."BELL ON THE DISEASES 


face is much greater than that of the body, 
But the notion has been so i i 

founded, that air was not the stimulus 
to mischief; that again, upon a false ana- 
logy, they have blown air into a hydrocele 
to produce the same effect as the injection 
ofa of wine and water, or of zinc 


lees. 





the accident, when the peritoneum was 
wounded, to the admission of air into the ab- 
domen, Now, really, ridicule should never 
touch upon a — so important as this, 
and yet a considerable degree of satire 
has been thrown upon the case related by 
Dr. Monro, from which he deduces his 
facts: the case was that of two drunken 
fellows who resolved to fight a ddel over 
their pot; they had each of them a poker 
red hot, (much laughter,) and they made a 
thrust at each other. The one thrust his 
poker betwixt the ribs of the other into the 
pericardium, and opened that bag. The 

ricardium inflamed, and the doctor hav- 
ing forgotten that the poker was a red hot 
poker, conceived that all the inflammation 
that arose was consequent upon the admis- 
sion of air through the pericardium. But, 
however, the fact is such, that when air is 
admitted, or any other thing through the 
peritoneum, it is our duty to conceive 
the accident to be most serious, whether 
the inflammation arise from the admission 
of the air, or from any othercause. With 
reference to this point, there have been 
some other cases brought under our consi- 
deration ; for instance, the case of emphy- 
sema; and how, they have said, could the 
admission of air do all these things? If air 
has got from the lungs into the cavity of the 
chest, if it has got from the cavity of the 
chest into the cellular membrane, and if the 
admission of air is so likely to do mischief, 
what would be the condition of that man 
who was in this state? Not that his dif- 
ferent functions would be disordered, but 
that universally his frame would be one 
mass of inflammation. This gives the no- 
tion, then, that it is not the air that is ad- 
mitted that does all the mischief, but the 
breach in the continuity of the membrane. And 
here we come to another point, that the 
inflammation which begins at the wound or 
punctare of the membrane, goes by a con- 
tinuoussympathy toall the surrounding parts, 
and nothing will stop it; itrans round the 
whole cavity of the abdomen, producing 
death by two consequences, the one by the 
extent of surface it covers, and the other 
from the importance of the organs, which 
become in a secondary Way affected. Re- 
collect the amazing extent of the perito- 
neum, that it surrounds all the viscera, as 
well as lines the whole of the walls of the 
abdomen ; andif you look at the primary di- 
vision of the peritoneum, and then at its 
secondary division, you will see that its sur- 





and water. I hada curious example of an 
instance of air being introduced into the bag 
very lately. 1 had a patient with an enor- 
mous hydrocele; the coats were very thick 
and cartilaginous, and altogether the hy- 
drocele looked like an immense bag of ra- 
ther soft dissolved gum. I punctured it, 
and after I had squeezed out the contents, 
the bag expanded itself again so that | 
was surprised, on going round the second or 
third day cherwart . to find a lerge quan- 
tity of air there, which remained for weeks. 
Now I determined to see whether this 
would produce any effect likely to cause a 
radical cure ; but no, no tenderness or in- 
flammation, or adhesion proceeded from it. 

Now there are a variety of circumstances 
which may be accidentally met with, the 
discussion of which circumstances, I be- 
lieve, may impart a notion to us unfavour- 
able to the extirpation of the ovaria. We 
will draw the conclusion from another cir- 
cumstance. A gentleman having a high 
value for a horse, wished to have it cas- 
trated in safety; with this view he did not 
choose to go to the farrier, but to the sur- 
geon. Now the surgeon performing this 
operation with all the care he uses in ope- 
rating on the human subject, what was the 
effect? Inflammation of the peritoneum, 
and the death of the animal. This is per- 
tinent to our subject, because it is found, 
that by a wrong analogy, you give up the 
means of the farrier and take to the means 
which you consider are founded upon a 
purer and better surgery ; you lose the ani- 
mal. The reason you know is, that the 
peritoneal coat of the testicle, that coat 
which the testicle carries down with it, in 
the human subject closes and degenerates 
into cellular texture ; but in the horse it is 
open, and therefore you see the difficulty of 
that operation. In the case of the horse, 
in cutting off the testicle, you open the 
cavity of the abdomen, but you open it in 
a small extent, yet that extent is sufficient 
to create inflammation ; being once inflamed, 
that inflammation going on, passes from the 
sympathy I have alluded to over the whole 
of the surface of the peritoneum, and de- 
stroys the creature. If, then, an operation 
of this kind is full of danger, which opens so 
small a place into the abdomen, how much 
more dangerous must be an incision mace 
directly into the cavity ! 


There is another part of surgery illustra- 
tive of this. It bas been stated, that the 
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whole danger of operating for hernia arises 
from the admission of ar; that is, exclu- 
sively from the admission of air; therefore, 
it was said, if we can only perform this 
operation without opening the part so as to 
prevent the admission of air, there will be 
no danger. It was a delusion of the same 
kind that led to the proposal that the Cesarean 
section should be performed under water, 
and that the parts should be brought toge- 
ther, and the wound closed, before there was 
a probability of admission of air. Now it is 
perfectly clear, that it is not the admission 
of air, but the breach of continuity, that oc- 
casions the danger; and there is nothing 
that convinces us more of this, than to see 
the manner in which this inflammation ter- 
minates, when the adhesive inflammation is 
produced. There are many instances of men 
being penetrated throughout with an instru- 
ment, and living, because, though the in- 
strument penetrates the peritoneum and 
intestines, yet it is followed by that kind of 
adhesion, such coagulable lymph is thrown 
out, and such adhesion takes place, as to 
correspond with the penetrating wound as 
soon as itis closed. And thus if you talk 
of operating in hernia when the patient is 
in danger of strangulation, but where there 
are no symptoms present, it was a whim at 
one time to say, that if the patient would 
only submit to an operation when there was 
no inflammation present, he might have a 
radical cure performed ; but that was found 
not to answer; it was found, that when the 
operation took place when there were no 
previous inflammation or symptoms ; by the 
incision made into the sac of the hernia 
i tion was ioned of the perito- 
neum, consequent upon the operation, which 
inflammation extended over the abdomen, 
and the patient died; and indeed there 
were greater fears of such an operation suc- 
ceeding in such a case, than when the ope- 
ration was performed in consequence of 
strangulation. And [ think it’s easy to un- 
derstand this, because the examination of 
the parts after the operation for hernia, 
shows what has taken place; it shows us 
that the parts are previously in that con- 
dition, that they readily adhere ; that almost 
immediately after the operation the coagu- 
lable lymph is thrown out, that the parts of 
the intestines are agglutinated to each other, 
that they attach, and that therefore, as far 
as we are apprehensive of inflammation ex- 
tending into the cavity of the abdomen, 
that apprehension is unnecessary, from the 
rapid adhesion of the parts. So in other 
circumstances, if you puncture and make 
a wound destroying the continuity of the 
sheath of the sac in its natural condition, 
you would have a more dangerous condition 
produced than if you had opened it when in 
a morbid state. 











And this holds not only with respect to parts 
about the abdomen, but in an especial man- 
ner with respect to joints, and the subject is 
so applicable that I cannot but draw the 
parallel, for as it has been held in conse- 
quence of the rapid agglutination of parts, 
surgeons have cut into the peritoneum and 


| caused death, so the opening of joints has 


been thought to be attended with no danger, 
though there is great danger attending it. 
You will feel more of my sincerity upon 


| this point by my stating the circumstance 


of cases I shall detail to you. I conceive 
that if we could produce the adhesive in- 
flammation of what is called the synovial 
membrane, in a case of white swelling, that 
we should reduce the irritation, cause an- 
chylosis, and that the disease would be 
cured. Under this notion, and finding a 
patient condemned to lose his limb, I re- 
solved to pass the seton through the joint; 
Idid so. 1 expected a great deal of inflam- 
mation would follow, but none took place ; 
that is, no aggravated or alarming inflam- 
mation followed, but, on the contrary, the 
former inflammation subsided, and a re- 
markable cure was produced. It appeared 


| that a new action was produced on the in- 


ner surface, and that that new action was 
attended with the subsiding of the former 
inflammation, and such partial cure as was 
the consequence of anchylosis, The second, 
the third, the fourth, and the fifth time I 
did it, and all did well, but the sixth time 
failed, and the part mortified in an extra- 
ordinary way. Although in the five pre- 
ceding cases the operation was attended 


|with the happiest circumstances, in the 
| sixth instance it wasfatal. That inflamma- 


tion I apprehended would follow, or might 
follow, in the first instance took place in 
the sixth case. The inflammation began in 
the joint; the distention of the joint of the 
knee was occasioned to a very great extent ; 
the inflammation spread to the bursa, it 
spread all along the thigh and leg, and 
finally became too much for the man’s pow- 
ers, so that he sunk under it. Now these 
are the circumstances in which we are 
placed with regard to these operations, that 
once, and again and again, we find we may 
do such an operation, but the time comes 
in which the old principle is proved, that 
the opening of the joint, that the punctur- 
ing of it, or the puncturing of the perito- 
neum, is pregnant with danger, and we 
must not think of doing it but in cases of 
the greatest necessity. 


Now with respect to this operating on 
the ovaria ; I say 1 keep myself to the broad 
principle, without going one foot out of my 
way, but just wishing simply to impress 
you with what has formerly been impressed 
on myself, the danger of these operations ; 
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at the same time I think we may make in- 
cisions, and with the happiest effects, where 
adhesion rapidly takes place, for that 
circumstance the danger is avoided ; but 
still the danger to life is so great that you 
should always estimate your advantage ac- 
cordingly. Now, in the first place, the 
patient Costas a tumour in the abdomen, 
you do not know what the nature of that 
tumour is; if you were to calculate upon 
it, and finding it soft, you would say it was 
a dropsical tumour; or even if you were to 
find it hard, what are the chances that the 
tumour is any thing thatis to take away 
the woman's life, or any thing likely to 
render her, or her friends, miserable for 
life? Not at all, the probability is that 
this will not rise to any extent ; it does not 
often rise to any great extent, and is fre- 
quently nothing but a lump of fat. Even 
if it be the ease with what is called scir- 





rhus, and called scirrhus chiefly from the 
density of its texture, we do not find that 
this runs the same course at all with that) 
of the carcinoma I have been describing ;| 
therefore, if you fairly calculate on the one 
hand the chances of death from the opera- 
tion, and on the other side that it is a mere 
tumour of distention, which will do no more | 
harm than merely occasion distention, 1 | 
think you will say you cannot operate. Put} 
those who are nearest and dearest to you) 
in that condition ; take the scriptural rule, 
put the persons who are nearest and dear- 
est to you in that condition, and then ask 
yourselves whether you should operate in 
that case, considering on the one hand the 
great danger there is to life from opening 
the peritoneum, and the very slight proba- 
bility there is of the tumour being any thing 
of a nature to deprive the patient of life, 
or even to produce much disturbance or in- 
convenience during a prolonged life. 


The next class of preparations we have 
here is of diseases of the uterus. ‘The first 
thing I believe, and a very important point 
it is, and if | had not found that it was for- 
gotten, if I had not found that it was often 
overlooked in practice, I should have an 
apology to make to you for stating the fact 
now; but what 1 made these very rough 
sketches for of the female parts, was to beg | 
of you to reflect upon the evolutions of the 
peritoneum, not as a mere anatomical ques- 
tion, but asa thing to be carried with us 
into practice ; for you find, that if it be a 
dangerous thing to interfere with the peri- 
toneum, we ought to be able to judge when 
a part of it clianges its place, so that it may 
become implicated in an operation we may 
be called upon to perform. Now here, upon 
this sketch, you will see the peritoneum, 
supposed to running over the bladder; 
you see it going down here and touching 








the vagina; again, you see it going over the 
uterus, and then touching the vagina at 
another place, and again it passes up on the 
surface of the rectum. This is very easily re- 
collected, and I shall presently notice the 
consequence of this simple connexion, and 
the morbid effects consequent upon this 
attachment to the bladder, by the course of 
the peritoneum at the point to which | now 
direet your attention; this is an instance 
(pointing to a beautiful preparation) admi- 
rably well calculated to make out the im- 

rtance of what lam upon. You see this 
is a cast of the female parts when dissec. 
tion has been made of the pelvis, and one 
of the limbs taken away—a cast of the 
whole. Now the circumstances attending 
this case were, that having a desire to see 
how far it was possible to cut into the 
uterus and perform the Cwsarian seetion, 
without cutting into the peritoneum, I asked 
a friend to let me know whenever he had 
a woman that died in labour, that I might 
examine the condition of the peritoneum, 
and see if it was not possible to deliver 
above the pelvis without touching the peri- 
toneum. When I was brought to the dead 
body I said, this has a very singular appear- 
ance to be that of a pregnant uterus; and, 
accordingly, as I proceeded in the dissec- 
tion, it proved not to be a pregnant uterus, 
and that that which appeared to be the 
uterus was the distended bladder, the uterus 
having fallen back into the hollow of the 
sacrum. Hence then you recognise the 
case of retroversion, and this in a poor woman 
who believed she was pregnant, was in 
great distress, had great bearing-down pains, 
and was in that condition to make it very 
natural for her to suppose she was in }a- 
bour. She went to a public institution to 
be delivered, but there was no pregnancy 
about her. The retroversion takes place in 
this manner( directing attention to a sketch); 
here is the section of the pelvis, here is 
the bladder, and the red line marks the 
peritoneum. Now the peritoneum going 
down to this point forms an attachment be- 


hind the bladder and the uterus, but which 


is of no great consequence, as the bladder 
may be accidentally extended, the uterus 
not being pregnant, and the uterus gets 
shifted without any bad effect following. 
But contemplate this change when the 
uterus is in the third month of pregnancy ; 
that is to say, when the fundus of the ute- 
rus isturned backwards and downwards upon 
its cervix, and falling under the promon- 
tory of the sacrum ; it is there confined, 
for the bladder being distended does not 
empty itself, but is more and more distend- 
ed, pressing i the uterus ; and the more 
it gets distended the more the lower part 
of the uterus is turned up, and the more 
the upper part the fundus of the uterus is 
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pressed down, until at last it comes to this 
condition, that here is the bladder occupy- 
ing the whole of the pelvis, the uterus with 
its fundus downwards, the os tince upwards, 
and the body of the uterus occupying the 
space under the promontory of the sacrum ; 
and if the patient is left in that condition, 
here you have a fair example of the case, 
great distention of the bladder takes plaee, 
inflammation of the coats of the bladder fol- 
lows, and death. And once more we must 
here advert to Dr. Hunter, who always ad- 
vised the most sensible means and in the 
mildest way ; all that is necessary, he says, 
is to discharge the bladder of its contents. 
Let us recollect how the uterus is pressed | 
upon, by what it is pressed ; and recollect- 
ing that you would introduce a common 
catheter to draw off the water, because it is 
the distention of the bladder that is pro- 
ducing the inconvenience. This is not a 
morbid condition of the uterus ; it is pressed 


mour within the uterus which keeps the 
vessels large and active, excites them to ac- 
tivity, exhausting the woman by frequent 
loss of blood, and by the eranceion of a 
noose this is brought off, the distention re- 
moved, the irritation subsides, the excited 
menstruation is at an end, and the woman 
recovers her health in a most extraordinary 
manner, Now, it is necessary you should 
picture to yourselves the happy effects of 
an operation of this kind, in order to dis- 
tinguish between taking off a polypus, and 
interfering with a diseased uterus itself; 
for inasmuch as I take it to be absolutely 
necessary that you should clearly distinguish 
the case of polypus, so 1 would say you 
ought to be most careful to distinguish be- 
tween that state, and the state of disease of 
the uterus itself. But so bold are prac- 
titioners now, and I give them no credit for 
this sort of boldness, for I conceive it to be 
a mere consequence of bad education, and 


down by the state of the bladder; as the | of not having had the proper facts, and of 
distention increases the injury goes on, but | right reasoning upon those facts, suggested 


when the distention is removed, the uterus | 


wiil gradually rise to a certain extent, then 
suddenly bolt up and assume its natural con- 
dition. So that you see the whole of this 
state results from peritoneal inflammation, 
that peritoneal inflammation causes a dis- 
tended bladder, and that distended bladder 
causes the retroversion of the uterus. 

Now, in other cases, when we are called 
upon to operate upon the uterus itself, we 
have still to recollect the manner in which 
the peritoneum is dragged down, as in such 
acase asthis. Here is a fine class of pre- 

varations, giving you, as it were, the very 
ginning of the diseases, commencing with 
the simple polypus of the uterus. Here are 
other preparations, showing the state of 
ulceration hanging from the neck of the 
uterus. Hese again are excrescences from 
the lower part of the os tince itself: in one 
case the ligature was applied, aud the woman 
died Here then we have almost all that is 
necessary to be seen, and you have only to 
join to these the more common circum- 
stances that are to be met with, so as to be 
able to distinguish the case of simple poly- 
pus from the more formidable disease of 
the uterus itself. The case of polypus is 
the most remarkable instance that can be, 
of the amazing effect of irritation, for a 
small tumour like this (holding up a 
preparation) produces an effect in the 
whole body, It will act as a foreign body, 
it will cause an increase of action of 
the vascular system, it will be marked by 
a more than ordinary profusion of men- 
struation, then by a more bloody menstrua- 
tion, then by a short interval between men- 
struation, then, at last, the woman will be 
drained of blood by an almost continual 
flowing, and, at last, it is nothing but a tu- 





to them ; it is now proposed, and the at- 
tempt has been made repeatedly, that when 
there is such a disease of the uterus itself, 
it may be grasped with forceps, brought 
down through the-vagina,dragged out of the 
os extergum, and pulled away by violence. 
Now you have only to recollect what are 
the natural guards against the removal of 
the uterus, to be aware that tumours of this 
kind are not to be dragged away by forceps, 
because not only is the tumour thus pulled 
away, but the whole of the uterus is dragged 
down, the peritoneum is dragged down, the 
uterus is inverted, the operator puts his 
finger deep into it beyond the tumour, be- 
yond the uterus, cuts the vagina, cuts awey 
the tumour, puts a ligature on the vagina, in 
the meantime pressing upon the peritoneum 
so dragged down. Now it does, in fact, 
often happen, as in this instance, that even 
the ligature upon the tumour, (and nothing 
could have been better applied than this 
was, ) is attended with great pain, with a vic- 
lent bearing down, and peritoneal inflem- 
mation. What would be the effect, ther, 
when the needle is passed through the va- 
gina, through a portion of the peritoneum, 
which is dragged down, and when the 
thread is divided and tied on each side ? 
Why, it just depends upon this: that if the 
ligature will excite adhesive inflammation, 
if the ligature will bring those parts toge- 
ther, and a proper union take place, by a 
miracle the womar may be saved; but if the 
whole be brought away with the ligature or 
knife, then the cavity of the abdomen is 
opened, and under such unhappy circum- 
stances we can expect nothing but death. 
You have just to take the same view by 
analogy of this, that you would take of 
another part: you have first to contemplate 
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the anatomy, then the danger of such an 
operation, and then to enter upon the 

. Now, what is the analogy? What 
say youto the mamma? Can you cut off all 
the diseased mamma? Have you it not by 
the very best authorities stated, that in the 
first place if the mamma be diseased with a 
previous disposition to the disease, that you 
are not to operate ; that if the mamma be 
diseased, and the glands of the axilla 
affected, you do not operate ; that if the dis- 
ease has entered into a considerable portion 
of the skin, you do not operate ; that if it is 
in the nipple—in the nipple, you do not ope- 
rate—why? Because, though we could 
take out that part without danger to life, yet 
frequent operations of the mamma have) 
shown us, that if we were to operate, the, 
disease still remains; and that though the | 
life of the patient might be made more com- | 





DISLOCATION OF THE CERVICAL VERTEBRA. 


was a great variety in the vessels, and the 
pelves of the kidneys were divided into 
small canals; this last circumstance also 
exists in many of the mammalia, as the ele. 
phant, bear, Ke. 
i of a remarkable Human Monster, 
By M. Pescuren, of Geneva. Bulletin 
des Sc. Med. 


In the following example of monstrosity, the 
lower part of the body formed a triangular 
mass, almost equilateral, composed of con- 
densed cellular tissue, and containing the 
bones of the lower extremities and a slen- 
der rudiment of a pelvis. The feet pro- 
ceeded from the inferior angles of the tri- 
angle, one with the rudiments of two and 
the other with three toes. A shapeless 
mass was placed on the superior angle of the 


fortable, it could not be prolonged. So/ triangle, which was supposed to be the 
then, by analogy, in taking off the whole of|head. There was no trace of any eyes or 
the uterus under the notion that it is carci- | appendages, excepting a small vestige of 
noma, you have to consider the danger to | eye-lid, in the lip; neither nostrils nor ears, 


life, and then the little probability there is 
of mitigating thé'disease. 

Now, Gentlemen, however unwilling I 
have been to occupy your time with this 
subject, | felt it to be so important that 1 | 
could not shrink from it, and it almost fol- | 
lowed as a necessary consequence to what 
we have been previously considering. 


The brain was enveloped by a simple 
membrane, without cranium or scalp, and 
presented the appearance of a bloody tu- 
mour developed on the shapeless mass 
which corresponded to the head. Between 
the head and triangle was situated an irre- 
gular sac (abdomen), almost pediculated, 
whose diameter was an inch and a half, and 
There 


The next division of preparations which 1] Which contained several viscera. 


shall bring down, will be that of the diseases Were no traces of any vertebral column or 
of the bladder ; and upon that, as in this in- thorax; no lungs; something resembling 
stance, I shall endeavour to select some the heart. The abdomen inclosed a por- 


such points as may be considered interesting 
as well as useful. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Irregular situation and malformation of the 
Kidneys. 

Taene was an account lately read to the 
Anatomical Society of Paris of three cases, 
in the two first of which the kidneys were 
placed on the sacro-iliac symphysis, and in 
the third on the median line, where the 
kidneys of both sides were united. In 
lizards and salamanders the kidneys are 
placed on the sides of the upper part of the 
sacrum; in some species they are lodged 
even deep in the pelvis. The union of both 
kidneys on the median line is extremely 
rare ; the junction of the two organs, when 
it takes place, generally exists between their 
superior part. In fishes the two kidneys, 
which are long and attached to the verte- 
bral column, appear also to form only one 
organ. Inthe case mentioned above there 





tion of small intestine, of the length 
of three or four inches, which revolved on 
itself and terminated in a cul-de-sac; a 
slight swellig indicated the stomach ; the 
wsophagus was continuous with the pha- 
tynx without opening into the mouth. Be- 
hind the intestine a solid body was observ- 
ed, which occupied the region of the liver ; 
complete absence of the urinary and sexual 
organs. On the head, the lower jaw was 
very well formed ; the tongue existed in the 
cavity of the mouth; the upper lip pre- 
sented a fissure, through which an‘ imper- 
forated eminence, the nose, was seen.— 
Some hairs covered the top of the face ; the 
cerebral mass was very large in proportion 
to the rest of the body. ‘This monster ap- 
peared to be between the seventh and 
eighth month of its foetal life. 


Dislocation of the Cervical Vertebra.— Paralysis. 
—Asphyria.— Death. By M. Pixautt.* 


Jacques Bove, thirty-one years of age, on 

the 26th of May, fell from a height of 

twenty feet, on his head, which was in this 

way strongly bent on his neck. He was 
. 
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immediately carried to the hospital ; at this 
time he had the use of his intellectual facul- 
ties, agd was able to answer all questions 
which were put tohim. Every part situated 
below the axilla was seized with complete 
paralysis. Sensibility and motion were 
greatly diminished in the upper extremities. 
On examining the vertebral column, de- 
pression was found in the middle of the 
fifth cervical vertebra. ‘Lhe patient felt 
great pain at this part on the application of 
the finger. The motions of the ribs were 
destroyed ; respiration being only carried 
on by the elevation and depression of the 
diaphragm. The penis was in a state of 
erection. He was bled largely, and desired 
to take barley water. The second day he 
was in the same state. ‘he paralysis, how- 
ever, of the upper extremities was increas- 
ed ; sensibility and motion were completely 
lost ; respiration was still more weak, and 
the patient soon died in a state of asphyxia, 
at the end of twenty-four hours. 
Inspectio cadaveris. 

The muscles of the lower part of the 
neck were filled with a great quantity of 
blood; a great number of their fibres were 
dissevered. The ligamentum nuche was rup- 
tured in the middle of the fifth vertebra, and 
completely on the sixth. The ligamenta 
subflava were destroyed near the sixth ver- 
tebra. The articular surfaces did not cor- 
respond to each other; those of the fifth 
cervical vertebra were situated above those 
of the sixth; the ligaments which joined 
them were broken. ‘The body of the fifth 
projected before that of the sixth, so that 


the spinal marrow was pressed by those two r and 10 , 
son from this disease. The vaccine erup- 


vertebra, but it did not appear disorganised. 
There did not exist any other lesion. The 
right cavities of the heart were filled with 
blood, and the lungs were engorged. 


Paper on the Nature and Contagion of Variola, 
Vaccination, and Varivloid Eruptwns, By 
A. N. Genprin.* 


All the inquiries which M. Gendrin has 
undertaken on the subject of this paper, 
tend to elucidate the three following ques- 
tions ;— 

ist. Is varioloid eruption contagious by 
inoculation ? 

2d. Does this eruption suffer, by inocu- 
lation, any modification which causes it to 
resemble variola or not, according as the 
patients have, or have not, been vaccinated ? 

3d. Is the varioloid eruption contagious by 
miasma ? 

M. Gendrin draws, from the facts and 
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experiments which he has observed and 
made on each of these three grand questions, 
the following conclusions ; viz. the variolous 
pustules are situated beneath the papillary 
body, in the substance of the dermis ; their 
structure contains several cells, with radi- 
ated septa. ‘The vaccine differ in no degree 
from the variolous pustules in their struc- 
ture; the only difference between them 
is, their being not quite so deep; they 
scarcely pass beyond the mucous layer of the 
skin. The vaccine eruption is only modified 
variola, which limits itself to the points of 
insertion, Variolous patients, and those who 
have been vaccinated, may experience the 
influence of the variolous contagion, which 
then would have the effect of producing the 
variolous eruption. It is wrong to suppose that 
the varioloid eruption is only observed in 
vaccinated subjects. The varioloid, although 
it takes its origin from variolous eruptions, 
extends itself, by inoculation, to those sub- 
jects only who have had neither small-pox 
nor cow-pox, and this preserves its original 
characters, without approaching to variola. 
Varioloid eruption differs from variola by 
the part where its pustules appear; it 
does not extend beyond the papillary layer. 
This tubercular pustule, as well as that of 
variola, is situated under the epidermis, and 
always terminates by resolution ; not con- 
taining any liquid, it does not appear to be 
cellular. The distinctive character between 
the variolous and varioloid eruptions is 
found in the absence of suppuration, and in 
the superficial and subepidermic situation 
of the pustules. ‘The varioloid eruption pro- 


| tects from variola, in the same’manner that 


vaccination and inoculation protect a per- 


ticn preserves from the varioloid, contracted 
otherwise than by the influence of variolous 
contagion. By extending vaccination, both 
the variolous and varioloid eruption will, in 
time, be extinguished. 


Considerable Hypertrophia of the Heart, accom- 
panied with Phlegmasia of the Digestive and 
Respiratory Organs. By M. Bicuarp,.* 


Tue existence of hypertrophia of the heart, 
accompanied with inflammation of the di- 
gestive and respiratory organs is rather fre- 
quent, and the laws of circulation explain 
it satisfactorily, by the continual excitation 
which the heart gives to every organ, espe- 
cially when hypertrophia is not accompa- 
nied with contraction of the orifice of the 
aorta, of which Morgagui, Corvisart, Laen- 
nec, &c. have given us example. The re- 
porter does notat all speak of this last cir- 
cumstance, the only one which can give an 
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explanation of the simultaneous phlegmasia 
of the lungs, the liver, the stomach, the in- 
testines, and the peritoneum, which he ap- 
pears to regard as the cause, rather than as 
the effect of the affection of the heart. 


On the Prussiate of Iron against Epilepsy. By 
M, De Kincnkorr.* 


M. de Kirchkoff thinks, that amongst 
the great number of remedies which have 
been administered against epilepsy, none 
deserve so much confidence as the prus- 
siate of iron. Whenever the disease did 
not depend on any organic lesion, he cured 
spitepsy. although of several years duration. 

é gives an adult at first half a grain, and 
continues increasing it gradually to about 
six ins, and sometimes even more. 
When the patient is of a sanguineous con- 
stitution, he precedes the use of this reme- 
dy by both occasional local and general 
bleeding. 


INSTITUTE OF FRANCR.—SITTING OF 24TH 
OF MAY.T 


Artificial Pupils. 

MM. Dumeril and Chaussier are appoint- 
ed to examine a paper of Dr. Faure, on 
artificial pupils and the iris. According to 
this physician, the motions of the iris are 
not executed in the manner which has ge- 
nerally been supposed ; but by a muscular 
organ situated around the pupil, and acting 
oa an elastic tissue. 


PHILOMATIC SOCIETY OF PARI3, 





A Female with Three Breasts. 


M. Adrien de Jussien related the case of 
a woman having three breasts, one situated | 
in the groin, with which she occasionally | 
suckled. This was the more remarkable, 
as her mother had three breasts, but all 
situated on the chest. 


Human Ovum. 


In a human ovum of about a mouth, M. 
Valpeau said, that he clearly perceived, on 
proceeding from the external to the inter- 
nal part, ist. The chorion; 2d. An ex- 
tremely thin sac, inclosing a semi-fluid 
substance; Sd. The vesicula umbilicalis 
communicating with the intestines; 4th. The 
awnion as the embryo. If these 
assertions are perfectly correct, they place 
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beyond doubt the existence of the allantois 
in man, and the union of the vesicula un. 
bilicalis with the intestines, We refer ou 
readers to an excellent paper on this sub. 
rey Dr. Pockels. Vide Lancer, Vol. X, 
p. 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF MEDECINE.* 


Section of Surgery.— Sitting of the 12th of April. 
Dislocation of the Thumb. 


M. Lisfranc presented a preparation, in 
which there was observed an old dislocation 
of the first phalanx of the thumb, on the 
posterior surface of the bone of the me. 
tacarpus. The extensor tendons rested 
on the dorsal surface of the bone ; but the 
tendon of the flexor proprius was situated 
on the internal side, and turned on the pos- 
terior part of the inferior extremity of the 
metacarpal bone, a circumstance which 
should not be forgotten in attempts at re- 
duction of this kind of dislocation. A false 
articulation was estublished between the 
displaced bones. 


Sitting of the 26th of Apvil. 


Double Vision.—M. Villermé presented to 
the meeting a man thirty-eight years old, 
who, in consequence of a fall, by which the 
left mastoid process was broken, was imme- 
diately attacked with strabismus of the left 
eye, with double vision, and a disposition to 
sleep which continued twenty-six hours. The 
double vision ceased when the patient shut 
one eye ; it disappeared, however, at the end 
of fifteen days, and the strabismus still coo- 
tinued. M. Démours said, thet double vi- 
sion sometimes depended on cerebral con- 
gestion, but it was more frequently occa- 
sioned by strabismus. In the present case, 
he thought that it might be attributed to a 
lesion of the third pair of nerves, and to 
paralysis of one of the recti muscles. He 
said that M. Portal }:ad already been affect- 
ed with double vision, through excess of 
study. M. Emery related a case, in which 
this vision existed when the patient looked 
with one eye, as well as when both were 
open. M. Gimelle stated, that he had ex- 
perienced double vision, in consequence of 
a blow received in the course of the opb- 
thalmic nerve, but when he used one eye 
he saw single. M. Ribes added, that ina 
paper printed a long time since, he related 
the experiments performed by Vicq d’Azyr, 
in which d had been rendered blind by 
the contusion of the ophthalmic branch. 





Ibid. 
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PRESSURE IN UTERINE HA“MORRHAGE. 


Sitting of the 28th of April. 


Colouring matter of Wine.—M. Chevallier 
having seen very pure wines give, with 
the acetate of lead, a settlement similar 
to that obtained from adulterated wines, 
thought it necessary to resume the in- 
vestigations of Cadet-de - Gassicourt and 
Vogel; he began by making wines, of the 

> ‘ . 
purity of which he had no doubt, with 
grapes from Burgundy, Champagne, and the 
different countries in the South of France. 
He then submitted them to different re- 
agents, and drew from his work the follow- 
ing conclusions :—Ist. Potass may be em- 
ployed as a re-agent of natural wines, the 
red colour of which it can turn to bottle or 
brownish green. 4th. Acetate of lead is 
a bod re-agent, for it gives different coloured 
precipitates with the purest wines. Sth. It 
is also the same with lime-water, muriate 
of tin, with an addition of ammonia, and 
sub-acetate of lead. 6th. Ammonia, on the 


contrary, can be employed, because the | 


changes of colour which it produces in pure 
wines are very constant; it is the same 
with alumiated potass. Several members 
here remarked, that the wine-merchants, in 
order to give the wine colour, generally mixed 
the light wines with the very coloured ones 
of Roussillon, or of the other countries in 
the South of France. 

M. Robinet added, that he was, at the 


present time, occupied, together with M. 
Guibort, with the colouring principle con- 
tained in the leaves of vines, and the pelli- 
cule of the grape, and that they had dis- 
covered a red matter particularly crys- 
tallised. 


Contagion of the Yellow Fever—The great 


question of the yellow fever was again 
brought before the Academy, and two 
extraordinary meetings have been held 
(15th March, 3d June) to hear the report 
of a commission appointed to examine the 
d ts furnished by M. Chervin, a non- 
contagionist, and the answer of M, Pariset, 
who has already established, in a very de- 
tailed work, the facts on which bis opinion 
on the contagion of the yellow fever rests. 
After the official information furnished by 
the commission of French physicians sent 
to Barcelona, in 1821, a law was presented, 
adopted, and promulgated, in 1822, direct- 
ing the establishment of sanitary measures, 
destined to prevent the introduction of a 
disease regarded as contagious and sus- 
ceptible of being imported. Since that 
time, Dr, Chervin, having collected in 
America and in Spain a number of docu- 
ments favourable to the opinion of the non- 
contagionists, addressed to the minister the 
results of his labours, results which tended 
to weaken the principles on which the 
law issued, rested, The minister sent 





these documents to the Royal Academy of 
Medicine, requesting it to pronounce on 
their worth, and to answer moreover to this 
question : ‘‘ Is it necessary to suspend the 
construction of the new lazaretes."” A com- 
mission, composed of eighteen members of 
the Academy, were occupied with this in- 
vestigation. M.Contanceau, organ of this 
commission, made his report at the extra- 
ordinary meeting of the 15th of March. The 
conclusions from this report, founded on the 
consequences which resulted from the ex- 
amination of the numerous papers, obser- 
vations, and certificates, of every kind, col- 
lected by M. Chervin, have established, 
that the documents collected by this gen- 
tleman deserve the attention of government, 
and that they were of a nature to cause 
| the erection of the sanitary establishments, 
ordered by the law of the 3d of March, 1822, 
to be deferred. 

At the meeting of the 5thof June, M. 





Pariset presented a detailed refutation of 
the assertions of M. Chervin, and of the 
| commission. Opposing facts to facts, testi- 
mony to testimony, authentic documents to 
jauthentic documents, he concluded that 
positive facts could not be weakened by the 
| negutive ones related by M.Chervin, and 
that the certificates of the Spanish phy- 
sicians could not be esteemed of much con- 
| sideration by those who had witnessed their 
| weakness, uncertainty and changes of opi- 
lnions of these physicians relative to the 
|subject in question. M. Pariset finished 
his refutation by citing the example of Eng- 
land, which, notwithstanding the great in- 
terest which it takes in the freedom and 
activity of commercial operations, did not 
hesitate to impose restraints, by putting in 
vigour the sanitary laws in the years 1821 
and 182%. The Academy ordered M. Con- 
tanceau’s report, and M. Pariset’s refuta- 
| tion, to be printed, 





UTERINE H* MORRHAGE, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—The improved mode of applying 
pressure in uterine hemorrhage was taught 
by Dr. D. Davis, in the commencement of 
1822. A period exceeding, by three years, 
the prescribed limits that, according to his 
own account, would constitute Mr. Searle its 
discoverer. Probably he will not now con- 
tend for this test of his originality. But I 
have another and better reason for disputing 
his prior claim. Doubtless Dr. Davis reads 
“ Tue Lancer,” and, consequently, cannot 
be ignorant that I deny to Mr. Searle the 
priority which, if it were not due to Dr. 
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Davis, he would immediately disclaim. Mr. 
Searle cannot be so poor a reasoner, as not 
to know that the same discovery may be 
made by more than one person, and at vari- 
ous times. Lest Mr. Searle should deceive 
himself into the hope, that he was the first 
to appreciate the efficacy of pressure in 


flooding after delivery, I refer him to Dr. 
Ramsbotham’s excellent work, in which the 
treatment is ably described, and admirably 
illustrated ; and, for anything I know to the 
contrary, for the first time published. 


If Mr. Searle can persuade Dr. D. Davis 
to resign his pretensions to the improved 
mode of applying pressure, 1 may contend for 
it on my own account, as I can prove, by 
means of a personal friend of Dr. Davis's, 
that | so employed it five years ago, ina 
case where the Doctor had brought down 
the feet. Perhaps Mr. Searle could not 
have assigned a worse reason for contemning 
the practice of ** plugging,” than his own 
inability to perceive its utility. With the 
sincerest regret for trespassing so largely 
upon your invaluable time, 


I have the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 


W. A. Watrorp. 
Aug. 12, 1827. 


UTERINE HAEMORRHAGE, ~ 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srtr,—I have read with surprise the let- 
ters of Mr. Searle, and the one of Mr. Wal- 
ford, concerning who first introduced pres- 
sure in the practice of midwifery in cases 
of uterine hamorrhage. Now, in my opinion, 
both are wrong; for I find, in that most 
valuable work of Dr. Ramsbottam, he used 
it as early as the year 1818 ; and, according 
to Mr. Searle’s own account, it is only three 
years since he first adopted it. I think it a 
duty incumbent on me to make this public, 
as your motto is ** Palmam qui meruit ferat,” 
and I do think that Dr. Ramsbottam 
has done as much for the obstetric art as 
any one in the profession. Perhaps Mr. 
Searle might have some cogent reason, as 
he let some time elapse before he applied 
pressure. Can he tell me the reason! Or 
can he tell me why he gave the leudanum ? 
Let him consult Dr. Ramsbottam, and he 
will never more give it under such circum- 
stances, at least if he continues in his senses. 


I am yours sincerely, 
Apna. 


London, April 11, 1897. 





EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


Removal of a Sarcomatous Tumour from th 
Superior Maxillary Antrum, 


Tuts important operation was formed 
on the tenth of July, by Dr. Ballingal, ona 
man of the name of Hugh Morrison, aged 
fifty-one, alabourer from Perthshire. “ite 
was admitted on the seventh of the same 
month, with a tumour situated in, and con. 
siderably distending, the whole region of 
the rightcheek. Above, it extended to the 
tarsal edge of the lower eye-lid, to the ex. 
tremity of the nasal process of the superior 
maxillary, and to the external angle of the 
frontal bone ; behind, to the zygomatic pro- 
cess, the anterior edge of the ramus of the 
lower jaw, and below and internally, it pro- 
truded beyond the level of the teeth of the 
upper jaw, and had forced the inner wall of 
the antrum into the nostril. The greater 
portion of the malar and maxillary bones 
was removed by the pressure of the tumour, 
which presented an irregular surface, in 
some parts soft, in others hard and cartila- 
ginous. All the upper teeth of the diseased 
side were removed, except two of the 
bicuspides, which were found to be loose 
in their sockets. A few of the glands over 
the parotid were enlarged ; vision, and the 
sense of smelling and hearing on that side, 
were considerably impaired; and degluti- 
tion performed with much difficulty. The 
patient stated, thet after exposure to cold 
about four months since, he was attacked 
with violent pain in the molares, one of 
which was extracted with some relief, and 
on puncturing the alveolus a quantity of 
clotted blood was taken away. During the 
progress of the disease, he felt a severe 
lancinating pain in the part, which became 
usually worse in the night, and was much 
subject to headachs, but his general health 
was otherwise good. On the tenth, at his 
own earnest solicitation, (Dr. Ballingal not 
being very anxious for the undertaking), he 
was brought into the theatre for the per- 
formance of the 


OPERATION. 


An incision about four inches in length, 
from the commissure of the lips to the ex- 
ternal canthus of the eye, was made along 
the most prominent part of the tumour. 
The integuments were next dissected off on 
both sides, and the tumour, which was now 
fully exposed to view, forcibly separated 
from its attachments by the hand alone, 
moved from within outwards. Nearly three 
pounds of arterial blood were lost in about 
a minute, but the hemorrhage was imme- 


diately suppressed by the free and repeated 





PHYSICIANS AND GENERAL PRACTITIONERS, 


application of the actual cautery. The ex- 
para of the coronary _ were then 
tied, the cavity formed by the tumour filled 
with lint, and the patient retired, unassist- 
ed, from the table after the operation, which 
he bore with the most extraordinary forti- 
tude, The operation was completed in 
| 


about five minutes, and presented none of 
those difficulties which might have been 
expected 


from the situation and size of the 
- Oa tion, it was found to 
consist of a condensed sarcomatous mass, 
without any iatermixture of osseous sub- 
stance. 
The consequences of the operation were 
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penned under excited feeling, and hastily 
inserted. What are his grounds for such an 
idea, it is impossible for me to conceive, as 
their circular was published in your Journal 
of the 3d of February last, and my obser- 
vations on it were not inserted in it till the 
12th of June. He then proceeds to combat 
the charge of selfislness on the part of the 
** Associates,’” and contends that it is a 
groundless assertion. He argues very in- 
geniously on culpable selfishuess, and that 
which conduces to the public good (in which 
we have a little bit of poetical sophistry 
from Pope,) and defines the former to be 
‘* when partial interests are sought to be 


not very violent. The face was consider- | advanced to the injury of competitors or the 
ably swollen for about a week, particularly | public.” Having, as he conceives, proved 
around the eyes, the lower lid of one of | them guiltless of this charge, he consequent- 
which, on the left side, suppurated, and ly acquits them of making an attack on the 
still presents an ulcer of a small extent. general practitioner. Now, Sir, in my 
Some small portions of the tumour, which | letter, I contented myself, for the sake of 
still adhered to the inside of the cheek and | brevity, in stating, that from a perusal of 
to the coronoid process of the lower jaw, | their circular, | thought it would be obvious 
were subsequeatly removed by the scalpel | that the object of the association was to di- 
and the actual cautery, aud the wound | minish the number of general practitioners 
daily washed out, and dressed with the tiue-| and increase that of the physicians. If I 
ture of myrrh. On examining the cavity| prove not this, then will | confess myself 
from whence the tumour was removed, I | convinced by the arguments of my opponent, 
find, (on the sixth instant) that the whole and to have ‘‘ written in total misconcep- 
of the superior maxillary, the inferior | tion of a subject which I volunteered to dis- 
spongy, and the greater part of the malar/|cuss.”’ First, to prove that their object is to 
bones are wanting, and the septum of the | reorganise the whole medical profession, | 
nose laid open. ‘The interior of the cavity, | quote the following passage from their cir- 
except in a few spots, presents a healthy | cular:—‘* There cannot be a doubt that an 
granulating surface, but within the last few extended and numerous union of physicians 
days the glands under the lower jaw have | affiliated througlout the cities and counties 
become suddenly and considerably enlarged. | of the British dominions, would speedily 
It is intended to close the external incision | be able to produce conviction in the public 
by an operation similar to that performed for | mind, in the legislature, and in the minis- 
the cure of hare-lip ; but as the success of | ters of the crown, of the utility of remodelling 
the case is still problematical, though the on correct principles the various branches 
man, considering the nature of the disease,| of the medical profession in the United 
is going on extremelywell, I shall communi-| Kingdom.” ‘Io prove that the general 
cate the final event in another paper. practitioner is a direct object of attack, I 
Scorvus. | will call the attention of your readers to 
their 8th resolution, in which these words 
occur, ‘* that the healthy state of the diffe- 
rent branches of the medical profession in 
France, &c. and the unhealthy state in Lon- 
don and throughout England,” &c. It fol- 
lows, of course, that the proportions and 
divisions which exist in France are proper, 
and those in England improper. 
Passing on to their 9th resolution, we 





Edinburgh, August 7, 1827. 





THE FACULTY OF PHYSIC. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 
Sin,—A Letter appears in your Journal 


of the 14th of last month, in reply to some 
observations which I, as a general practi- 
tioner, deemed it my duty to make on a 
document issued by an anonymous society 
calling themselves the “ Faculty of Physic.” 

It is incumbent on me to reply to this 
letter to vindicate myself from having ad- 
vanced charges which I cannot substantiate. 
Your Correspondent s by onde | 
vouring to find an excuse for the publication | 
of my observations, by supposing them | 








find, ‘‘ that according to the proportions 
which exist in Paris (which, mark, is the 
healthy or proper state), there should be 
900 physicians, 170 surgeons, and 240 dis- 
pensing apothecaries,” or chemists and drug- 
gists. Now, Sir, I will ask, whether th's 
resolution does not merely go to attack, but 
even to annimtcaTe the general practi- 
tioner? But lest any doubt should exist on 
the subject, we will proceed to their 15th 
resolution, where we find, ‘* in Britaia alone 
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is the practising-apothecary, surgeon-apothe- 
cary, or general practitioner known ;"' and of 
the state of the profession in other coun- 
tries being the healthy or proper state, and 
that in this ccuntry being the unhealthy or 
improper state, it obviously follows that 
the general practitioner ought not to exist 
in this country. 

We will now pass on to the 23d, or last 
resolution, where we find that “ petitions 
to the Legislature, and representations to 
the Ministers of the Crown, founded on these 
resolutions, be presented with a view to 
ulterior proceedings.” But, Sir, that I may 
not be again accused of having founded ar- 
guments on bold groundless assertion, I 
wish, using the words of my opponent, to 
give an ‘‘ ample refutation.” 1 will there- 





fore call the attention of your readers to a 





PAUPER LUNATICS. 


For, to manacle the mind of 
man, to supplant talent by power, is to com. 
promise the well-being of society, and to 
contravene the ordinances of the Deity. If 
any laws exist, (and I doubt it not,) which 
prevent them from entering upon an equal 
footing with the other branches of the pro. 
fession in their competition for public patro- 
nage, they are bound as men, and as mem. 
bers of society, by every means in their 
power, to procure those restrictions to be 
rescinded. But here let them have stopped, 
and I believe there is not a general prac- 
titioner of liberal principles, that would not 
have wished them success; for it matters 
not whether a medical adviser be called a 
physician, or a general practitioner, it is 
talent alone that ought to give him any title 
to public favour. But instead of this fair 


the times. 


letter inserted in Number 193, page 186, of | and open conduct on the part of the Asso- 
your Journal, where the following passage | ciation, a circular is drawn up and pub- 
occurs :-—** Owing to the monopoly of the | lished, with an evident intention of infu. 
College of Physicians, that class of médical | encing the public in favour of the physician, 
men, known in other countries as apothe- | and against the general practitioner, in 
caries, or pharmaciens, have succeeded in| which there is a great deal of the cant of 
engrossing almost all the ordinary medical | the times. The public are unfortunately 
practice of the town; and itis only when | very ignorant of medical science, and are, 
the patient has been duly drugged into danger consequently, not at all capable of appre- 
(beautiful alliteration) by these functionaries, | ciating the relative merits of practitioners, 
that the real physician is ever called in.” | therefore the circular and the letter before 
Again, ‘* Can we not ensure success by | mentioned, were calculated to prejudice the 
practising, &c. &c., and limiting him (the public mind against the general practitioner, 
general practitioner) as in all other coun- | I, therefore, thought it right some antidote 


tries, to his proper functions of dispensing | should be applied ; and whether I have done 


medicines.” It proceeds, *‘ for such a/ it successfully or not, I leave to the judg- 
change is the public in the course of being | ment of your readers. 

fully prepared. They will soon learn the; In conclusion, Sir, I take leave of my op- 
benefit of transferring their allegiance from | ponent with the same good will which he 
the monopolist of the College of Physicians, | professes towards me; for sorry indeed 
and his ally the general practitioner, to the should I feel if a discussion imvolving 
independent physician, and the dispensing general principles should engender indi- 
apothecary, under the name of chemist and | vidual dislike, even towards an unknown op- 
druggist.’ ponent. And I am willing even to acquit 

Now, Sir, after having read these ex-|the ‘‘ Associate’ individually of that hos- 
tracts from their circular, and a letter issued | tility to the general practitioner, which the 
by one of their body, 1 will ask my oppo- | Association, as a body, proclaim by their 
nent, whether his associates are not con-| circular; for I believe him to be a man im- 
victed of culpable selfishness, in seeking to! bued with liberal principles, and only con- 
advance ** partial interests to the injury of| tending for emancipation from undue re- 
competitors,” and without any advantage, | strictions, which are imposed on the class to 
as I conceive, to the public? Whether they which he belongs. 1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 
do not meditate encroachment on the inte- W. Simpson. 
rests of others? Whether the charge of| Ilammersmith, Aug. 5, 1827. 
hostility to the general practitioner be 
groundless? And whether they do not even 
seek to ANNIMILATE him. 

As to any reform they may contemplate 
in the London College of Physicians, as I 
stated in my former letter, | cordially wish 
them success. For much do I pity the 
weakness of those men’s minds who cling 
with superstitious reverence to the insti- 
tutions of antiquity, however little they are 
consonant with the progress of intellect, or 
however ill they accord with the spirit of 





PAUPER LUNATICS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Remarks on the Report from the Select Committee 


on Pauper Lunatics. 


Sir,—I acknowledge myself much ho- 
noured by the prompt attention you gave to 








PAUPER LUNATICS. 


my communications relative to pauper luna- 
tics; I am, however, aware that much of this 
attention must be attributed to the subject. 
Before I go on I beg to correct an error in 
my last. In glancing my eye over the tables 
contained in the “ Report of the Select 
Committee on Pauper Lunatics,” I did not 
notice that a return of lunatics is requested 
for the last ten years, such as, in my first 
letter, I stated to be very desirable. These 
returns, although they may not be very 
generally made, cannot fail to be highly 
interesting at any time, but more particu- 
larly at the present. The Times newspaper 
(kindly sent to me by an anonymous friend) 
has very laudably published the whole of 
the Report ; my opportunities have not en- 





abled me to ascertain whether any other 


ment of the mind ; and, if he has already an 
asylum, who has embarked all his property, 
and possibly involved the property of others, 
in his establishment, on the success of 
which may depend the whole means of his 
subsistance, and of discharging his obliga- 
tions. Should not such a man, in the first 
place, have a right to demand a licence, and 
in the second, a right to keep it without let 
or hindrance, so long as he faithfully does 
his duty towards his lunatic patients ; and 
should he not have as good security for his 
property and reputation as any other man 
whatever. 

Again, Sir, one, and indeed the chief ob- 
ject of the visitors, is to see that no lunatic 
is improperly or inhumanly treated ; it hap- 
pens, that what would be humane and 


papers have also published it; as Tne Lan-| highly proper treatment for one lunatics 
cer, however, seems the better medium of | would be grossly improper and inhuman if 
any, may I take the liberty to suggest the | put in practice towards another. 1 ask, can 
printing of the tables No. 1 and No. 2, p.9, | a person, who is ignorant of the habitude, 
of the Report, or they may be met with in | and treatment of the insane, be competent 
The Times of July 10th ; this 1 venture todo, to judge in so nice a matter? 1 will not 
because there is reason to believe that these assert, but I confidently ask, is one medical 
tables owe their origin to the pages of Tur man in a hundred a competent judge — 
Lancet. | Neither lectures, nor books alone, can make 

Being clearly convinced that no laws, or | him competent, and that this is the fact, L 
tules and regulations for the conduct of | appeal to all who have an intimate acquaint- 
lunatic asylums, can possibly supply the | ance with the practical part of the subject ; 
place of an intelligent, gentlemanly, and if the affirmative be responded, the ninth 
humane superintendent, | have always con- | proposition, which suggests that a ‘* phy- 
ceived that laws which degrade the occu- | sician, surgeon, or licensed apothecary, shall 
is objectionable on the 


pation of him who devotes himself to the | act as visitor,” 
care of the insane, inflict the most serious | ground of inefficiency alone. But this is not 


evils on the unhappy objects they were 
intended to benefit; with this conviction, 
I cannot contemplate the enactment into 
laws of some of the propositions of the Se- 
lect Committee on Pauper Lunatics, with- 
out the strongest apprehension that such 
laws will not only fail to benefit, but that 
they will be the source, in no small degree, 
of forcing the care of the insane into the 
hands of those who are least capable, both 
from their education and habits, to afford 
any security for their proper treatment. 

Ry the fourth and fifth propositions of the 
Report, it appears that certain visitors, or 
justices, specified in the third proposition, 
among other powers, ‘ shall, if they think 
Jit, grant licences,” &c, but, on the con- 
trary, ** if they shall think fit to refuse any 
licence, &e., they shall state their reasons in 
writing.” I understand this to give an op- 
tion to the licencers to grant or refuse a 
licence, as they shall think fit, and that the 
refusal, accompanied by the reason in writ- 
ing, is intended to be a legal prohibition ; 
if 1 am correct in this construction, is it 
not a very arbitrary and astonishing power 
to give to one set of men over the property 
and reputation of another, and who, pro- 
bably at great cost, has qualified himself 
fur the arduous task of treating derange- 





all: the medical visitor may be the rival of 
the proprietor of the asylum, should the 
proprietor be a clever medical man, and on 
every account it is desirable that he should 
be; this rival visitor, acting in his own 
neighbourhood, will exercise a power dan- 
gerous to his competitor ; or, a medical man 
of mean intellect and superficial acquire- 
ments, may exercise a haughty authority 
over a physician, infinitely his superior both 
in experience, talent, and integrity, and this 
too by day or by night, even to the ran- 
sacking his very bed-chamber! Should this 
proposition become the law, I say this is 
possible ; and, Sir, I think no one will deny 
that the law must be mischievous which may, 
even by possibility, not to say obviously, lead 
to such incongruity and injustice. If these 
are the effects deducible from the propo- 
sitions, what prudent medical man, who has 
either property or reputation to lose, will 
embark in an undertaking beset with so 
much danger and degradation. 

Thus, does it not obviously appear, that 
these propositions are pregnant with im- 
pending evils; that they have the direct 
tendency to force the lunatic into the keep- 
ing of the less independent, the less honour- 
able, the less enlightened class of mankind ; 
the direct tendency to subject the propries 
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tors of lunatic asylams to the beck and nod 
of the visitors ; to make them sycophants, 
to lower them in their own estimation, the 
worst of all possible degradations, and thus 
to place the lunatic in the custody of the 
unprincipled ; in fine, to expose the mise- 
rable to an augmentation of their misery. 

Of the 14th and 15th propositions, which 
enjoin that all lunatic asylums should have 
medical attendants, I very respectfully sug- 
gest, that a scale of pay should be fixed for 
the medical attendants, below which it! 
should not be lawful for the proprietor of 
any asylum to pay him ; this would induce 
the proprietor to procure the best advice 
the stipend would command, apd also induce 
him to see that the attendant did his duty ; 
but if, on the contrary, it were left to the 
eae choice, the probability is, that | 

would employ that man who would give 
his services for least money. 

On the 17th proposition, respecting visit- 
ing asylums at any time of night, much dis- 
turbance must result to the establishment 
generally when visited after bed-time, and | 
I think the overseers should not have the | 
power proposed except in the company of 
a magistrate, otherwise the keeper of the 
asylum must be subjected to the rudest and 
most insolent treatment, and the lunatic to 
the most mischevous interference. Persons 





* dressed in a little brief authority’ are 
generally very officious and important when 


they are intoxicated, and a sally from the 
pot-house to the neighbouring asylum may 
be a source of amusement to one party, par- 
ticularly if to see the women, however it 
may displease and harass the other. 

The 20th proposition, which authorises 
the visitors, after two visits, however tran- 
sitory, to make a report as to the sanity of 
any lunatic, upon which the justices, at 
their sessions, may forthwith order the luna- 
tie’s liberation, without further inquiry, 
places, in a stronger light, the impropriety 
of employing inexperienced medical men as 
visitors. 

Although I have freely given my opinions 
on these propositions, | should be unjust to 
myself were I to omit this occasion to de- 
clare, that | do it with the utmost deference 
and respect. ‘The propositions evince a 
laborious and very close investigation of 
the subject, and I think, with the excep- 
tions I have made, are admirably calculated 
to secure to the insane all the protection 
the laws can afford him. The exceptions, 
however, appear to me, and I trust they 
will to others who have the means and in- 
clination to turn what there is of value in 
these observations to account, to be of the 
utmost importance. 

Having pointed out what I conceive to 
be great defects, I shall, in the execution of 
my task, specify what appears to me an 





PAUPER LUNATICS, 


efficient remedy. It is in evidence that the 
grossest abuses have prevailed, and continue 
to prevail, in private lunatic asylums, es- 
pecially in the vicinity of the metropolis, 
where medical men, who take the highest 
rank, have been visitors: how is this! | 
am obliged to assume that the learned gen. 
tlemen were not sufficiently versed in the 
moral treatment of the insane; because, 
were it otherwise, if they had power, doubt- 
le “‘s they would have suppressed the abuses, 
amd if they had not the power, they would 
have flown to Parliament and have entreat- 
ed it. If this is the result where the heads 
of our profession are employed, what can 
be expected from the ‘far-distanced, the 
much more humble country practitioner! 
Hence, Sir, I deduce the evidence to prove, 
that none are so competent, or even nearly 
so competent, to judge of the proper care 
of a lunatic, or of the abuses in, or the 
excellence of the management of, a lunatic 
asylum, as he who has excelled in that de- 
partment. It is in evidence that the evils 
that are sought to be remedied, are at once 
of a most distressing and pressing nature ; 
the propositions show how extremely diffi- 
cult it is to frame an efficient remedy; 
surely then, if it can be attained, it is worth 
some sacrifice ; and should the considera- 
tion of a petty patronage, acquired where 
some think there is already too much in- 
fluence, be permitted to mar the benevo- 
lent labour? This appears to me the only 
difficulty ; for this surmounted, I would con- 
cede to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department the appointment of certain me- 
dical men, trustworthy and practically versed 
in the moral treatment of the insane, whose 
experience would enable them to form a 
correct judgment of the management of an 
asylum, and of the sanity and insanity of 
its inmates. Let these men have fixed 
salaries, which at least may in part, if not 
wholly, be paid out of the fines for licences, 
and penalties for misconduct ; they should 
be liable to discharge, only on proof of ne- 
glect of duty ; they should be appointed to 
districts, and each should visit all asylums 
in his district a given number of times an- 
nually, and as much oftener as he may think 
proper. His stated visits should be in the 
company of one or more justices of the 
peace, accompanied by the secretary, if in 
London ; or the clerk of the peace, or his 
deputy, if in the country; and thus, if I 
mistake not, we shall have a class of able 
and independent inspectors of lunatic asy- 
lums. In such hands the intelligent and 
upright superintendent would not be afraid 
to trust himself. I am, Sir, 
Your obliged and faithful Servant, 
Pavt Staps Kyicurt. 


Glossop, Derby, Aug. 11, 1827, 








THE TRICKS OF A STRAIGHT-FORWARD MAN. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, August 18, 1827. 


—_— 


Tue Governors of St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital have accidentally discovered some cu- 
rious circumstances relating to the suc- 
cession, or the disposal, of the anatomical 
and surgical lectures, and have very properly 
determined to investigate them. Inquiry is 
much wanting into the whole of the lecturing 
arrangements at this school, in which, for 
many years past, the instruction of the 
student has been shamefully sacrificed to 
the private interests of two or three indi- 
viduals. The principal actor, on the pre- 
sent occasion, is one who has been anxious 
to appear before the public in the character 
of a “ SrraiGut-ForwaRrp May ;” we have 
frequently borne testimony to his skill in 
some difficult scenes of the tortuous kind, 
and we therefore think, that he may be able 
to extricate himself from his present di- 
lemma, remembering that ‘‘ the serpent 
was more subtle than any beast of the field, 
which the Lord God had made.” Mr. Aber- 
nethy was, for many years, assistant sur- 
geon to the Hospital, having received that 
appointment, together with the lecture- 
ships on anatomy, physiology and surgery, 
immediately after the conclusion of his edu- 
cation, His duties of a teacher, if they had 
been adequately performed, would, with 
private practice, have filled his whole time ; 
they brought with them reputation end 
ample emolument ; yet he was not con- 
tented. He was constantly grumbling at 
the tenacity of office displayed by the 
then surgeons, finding fault with their 
mode of discharging their duties, and at- 
tempting to prove that no one could properly 
fill the post of surgeon to a hospital, after 
the age of sixty. When, however, he became 
surgeon, he performed his duty more negli- 
gently and imperfectly than any of his pre- 

No. 207. 
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decessors ; giving up about an hour once a 
week to what, in his case, was literally going 
round the hospital, and nothing more—aban- 
doning the patients almost entirely to the 
dressers, so that, in many instances, even 
of serious accidents and diseases, he did not 
see the parts for weeks, aud, in some cases, 
not at all ; and declaring that he considered 
himself as a consulting surgeon, to be re- 
ferred to in difficulties, but not to be bother- 
ed with the ordinary care of the patients! 
We have even heard, that he has not per- 
formed an operation at the Hospital for many 
years, although regularly receiving the 
emoluments of the situation! In conformity 
with the determination he had often ex- 
pressed, he sent a letter of resignation to 
the Committee, in July, 1825, stating that 
he felt himself incompetent to the duty of 
surgeon, but mentioning his intention to 
** continue lecturing.”” He was bound as 
lecturer to teach anatomy, physiology, pa- 
thology, and surgery. We may guess how 
these were taught, when it was done with 
less labour than he had bestowed on his 
surgical duty. 

The Governors very properly refused to 
receive a conditional resignation; the letter 
was therefore returned to him, and he was 
re-elected, at the annual meeting, with the 
other officers. Although he was still sur- 
geon as before, charged by the Governors 
with the care of the patients, and respon- 
sible to them and the public, he gave up the 
duty entirely to Mr. Earle, his assistant. 
Of the latter circumstance we do not com- 
plain in itself, being confident that it was 
of advantage to the patients; and we en- 
tertain the same opinion of his relinquishing 


the operative department. This resigna- 


tion, which the Governors would not accept, 
because it was not complete, satisfied his 
conscience, and he seems to have supposed 
that it would save his character for con- 
sistency ; for he now said, that as his resig- 
nation had not been accepted, he would 
never offer it again. Some light may be 
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thrown on this new determination, by a 
resolution unanimously passed by the Gover- 
nors, after his proffered resignation, to the 
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srrators, the purport of which was to bind 
them not to oppose Mr. Abernethy’s son, 
when the father should offer him a share 


effect, “ that the lecturers in the medical | in the anatomical chair! Being ignorant of 


school shall be chosen from the physicians | 


and surgeons of the Hospital.” So that, if 
he ceased to be surgeon, he must also cease 
to be lecturer. In 1826, he was re-elected 
with the other medical officers. The Gover- 
nors, in general, were probably not aware, 
that he.had not done some parts of his duty 
for several years ; that he had abandoned it 
altogether during the past year, and did not 
intend to resume it. As the annual meet- 
ing of the present year approached, he de- 
clared he would not resign; and putting 
hvnour and honesty out of the question, we 
did not see why he should, If the Gover- 
nors had allowed him to be nominally sur- 
geon, without performing the duty for two 
years, why should he not go on the same 
way to the end of his life? However, the 
long suffering of hospital governors has 
some limits ; and, in spite of the previous 
determination, a resignation was sent in be- 
fore the meeting took place. This sudden 
change is ascribed, in the hospital circles, 
to advice from a high quarter, accompanied 
with a positive assurance that he would not 
be re-elected. We stated, generally, in Tue 
Lancer of the 4th intsant, what was done in 
reference to Mr. Abernethy, at the annual 
meeting of last month. A general dispo- 
sition then prevailed, to allow Mr. Aber- 
nethy to continue his lectures; in order to 
effect which, it became necessary to suspend 
the resolution already mentianed. The pro- 
ceedings then proposed came under dis- 
cussion on Tuesday the 7th instant, when a 
governor stated some facts implicating Mr. 
Abernethy and Mr. Stanley, in some agree- 
ments and bargainings respecting the suc- 
cession to the lectures. A paper was pro- 
duced in the handwriting of Mr. Stanley, and 
said to have been tendered by him for sig- 
nature to Mr. Wormald and Mr. Skey, at 
the time they were appointed Demon- 





dates and ages, we do not know whether the 
future anatomist had left the nursery when 
this curious document was written, or whe- 
ther the intended lecturer had gone to Eton. 
We are informed, however, that he has not 
yet taken up the Scatrper.! He must bean 


interesting object to the curious in natural 
history—an embryo Albinus or Haller! a 
Hunter or Bichat in the eggshell ! 


We hope that the attention of the Go- 
vernors was at the same time directed to 
another paper; tbat is, to a bond, with 
a very heavy penalty, executed by Mr. 
Stanley in favour of this intended pro- 
fessor ; to which we cursorily alluded dur- 
ing the insurrectionary movements at Bar- 
tholomew’s in the last winter. These do- 
cuments, as well as the whole line of Mr. 
Abernethy’s conduct, show that he has 
considered the twe lectureships as his own 
property, as a possession to be left like a 
freehold estate to his eldest son, or to be 
disposed of to the best bidder, He has 
some reason for regarding the matter in this 
light; he has received a large income from 
the lectures for upwards of ruinty years, 
and he has reduced the duty to such an 
easy state, that he can accomplish it with- 
out trouble, although he is “‘ incompetent 
to the office of surgeon.” The governors, 
however, have been so unreasonable as to 
take offence at these convenient arrange- 
ments, to appoint a Committee to investi- 
gate the matter ; and to suspend all further 
measures until that Committee shal] have 
reported on the subject. 


Another curious circumstance arising out 
of these transactions, is an open rupture be- 
tween Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Stanley. 
Nothing can exceed the disparaging and 
abusive way in which Mr. Abernethy speaks 
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of his colleague’s abilities and knowledge ; 
while he charges him with meanness and 
ingratitude, and declares him to be un- 
worthy of being received into the society of 
gentlemen. Mr. Stanley and his friends 


must be much flattered by such a picture, 

drawn by one so long and intimately ac- 

quainted with the original. We are anxious 

to see Mr. Stanley's portrait of his late 

friend and coadjutor. For our parts, we are 

quite ready to believe what each of them 

says of the other. We must, however, ob- 

serve, that this attack on a fallen man, ill 

becomes Mr. Abernethy, for whom poor 

Stanley has patiently aud submissively exe- 

euted all kinds of drudgery and dirty work 

for so long a time, winding up these faith- 

ful services by that act of self-devotion, in 

which he relinquished his own character for 

veracity, and sacrificed every claim to re-| 
spect, in order to get Mr. Abernethy out | 
of the mire. 

Mr. Abernethy’s early career displayed 
great promise ; butits disgraceful termina- 
tion will totally eclipse a brilliant commence- 
meat. Who could have believed that the lec- 
tures we lately reported, were given by the 
author of the ‘‘ Surgical and Physiological 
Essays,”’ and of the “‘ Observations on the 
constitutional Origin and Treatment of Local 
Who could have supposed it 
possible for such trash to proceed from the | 


Diseases t” 


chair once occupied by Porr, and from the 
institution in which that great surgeon 
practised and operated? We have, indeed, 
heard, that Mr. Abernethy derived his 
knowledge of anatomy from Sir William 
Blizard ! 
well as that the stock has remained pre- 


We can believe the statement, as 


cisely in its original condition, allowing for 
the deterioration caused by wear and tear, 
and considering that the progress of know- 
ledge has rendered the contrast between 
this miserable assortment, and the existing 
state of anatomical and physiological science, 
constantly more and more glaring. The 
surgical lectures seem to have been made 
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up at the same time as the anatomical, and 
to have remained, through indolence, self- 
conceit, or both, in their original state. 
Omitting many subjects entirely, treating 
others, including many important ones, 
most imperfectly supplying the place of use- 
ful and necessary information by stale jokes, 
wretched stories, and appeals to the vanity 
and bad taste of the lowest among his 
hearers, Mr. Abernethy seems to have 
attempted only to amuse, with a view 
to conceal his weakness from his pupils, 
who for the greater part, must have left 
him superticially informed, and unprepared 
even for the ordinary duties of the profes- 
Low as our estimate is of the Lon- 
don lectures generally, we consider those 
delivered by Mr. Abernethy to be by far 
the worst. He is about fifty years behind 
some of his contemporaries, and, on an ave- 
rage, one hundred years in arrear of most 
of the teachers of anatomy and physiology 
on the Continent. 


sion. 


We have entered at this length on the 
subject, in order to rouse the Governors of 
the Hospital from their apathy, and to ex- 
cite them toinquiry. We exhort them not 
to neglect the preseat opportunity of bring- 
ing all the talent within reach into the seve- 
ral departments of their inedical school, 
now in a most defective and wretched con- 
dition ; and we trust they will no longer 
allow the best interests of the establish- 
ment to be sacrificed to malignity, mean 
jealousy, or grasping avarice. 


We look for the rrrorr of the Commit- 
tee with much anxiety, as we feel assured 
that it will disclose matters of a very ex- 
traordinary nature, which will convince the 
Governors that they bave been treated as 
servants, as tools, rather than as kind and 
generous benefactors, by those on whom 
they have conferred both reputation and 
wealth. 
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Sixce writing the foregoing, we have 
learned with astonishment, we had almost 
said with indignation, that the Special 
Committee, on assembling on Tuesday at 
12 o'clock, according to appointment, adopt- 
ed a resolution to the effect, that ‘ the 
BonD business is a ‘ private affair’ between 
Mr. Abernethy and his colleagues.” And 
this is to constitute the marrow of the 
** report” to be presented to the general 
court of Governors on Tuesday next, to 
whom we predict it will prove as unsatisfac- 
tory as it has to ourselves. Is it not a little 
singular, that the gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee did not discover the domestic charac- 
ter of the bond transaction the moment they 
were appointed to investigate it? And is it 
not still more curious, that the period of 
this felicitous discovery was protracted until 
Messrs. Lawrence, Abernethy, Stanley, and 
Wormald, with several others, were at the 
door of the Committee room waiting to be 
examined, agreeably to the notices they had 
severally received from the Committee? It 
is curious indeed, and it would excite strange 
suspicions, if the members of the Com- 
mittee were not known to be men of unim- 
peachable integrity. But notwithstanding 
their high character, will such a report sa- 
tisfy the General Court of Governors? Can 
it satisfy them? Impossible, because in 
every point of view, such a conclusion as 
that arrived at by the Special Committee, 
is not only unwarrantable, but perfectly ab- 
surb, A key to its adoption may possibly 
be found in the fact, that it was proposed by 
one of Mr. Abernethy's thick-and-thin sup- 
porters! We have no doubt that it would 
prove very grateful to Mr. Abernethy’s 
feelings if the whole of the Governors would 
regard it as a private transaction, and still 
more grateful to him if, on asimilar ground, 
they decline to interfere. But it won’t do! 
We are much inclined to suspect, that many 
of the most independent Goverfors have 
some knowledge of the manner in which 





they have been duped by certain individu. 
als during many years past, that they are 
now resolved to trace the thing to the bot- 
tom and expose delinquents. A private 
affair, indeed! The appointments to an 
institution built with the puBLic MONEY, a 
“* private affair!’’ Nonsense. Who ever 
before saw such an absurdity in print? Will 
the Governors of St. Bartholomew’s Hospi- 
tal have it go forth to the world, that they 
regard the disposal of the lectureships in 
the Theatre built with public money, and 
which they hold in trust for the public, a 
‘* private affair?” No such thing. A paper 
having been produced in the hand-writiog 
of Mr. Stanley, (one of the lecturers) con- 
taining conditions binding Messrs. Wor- 
mald and Skey not to oppose Mr. Abernethy’s 
son’s junction with Stanley in the anatomi- 
cal lectures, the Governors are bound in 
justice to the public to investigate the cir- 
cumstance. It isa fact, and cannot be de- 
nied, that this disgraceful paper was pre- 
sented for signature to the above gen- 
tlemen, who were told, at least one of 
them was, that he would not be appoint- 
ed demonstrator if he did not sign it. 
The fact of the paper being in the hand- 
writing of one of the lecturers, is of itself 
sufficient to justify the Governors in going 
into the inquiry. But it appears that more 
than one lecturer is linked with the transac- 
tion, as Mr. Stanley, when he applied for 
the signature of one of the before-named 
gentlemen, was asked who sent him on such 
an errand? to which he replied, MR. 
ABERNETHY! Again, when Mr. Stan- 
ley was urging the female relatives of one 
of the parties toinduce him to sign the 
bond, or pledge, a lady remarked, ‘ Per- 
haps, Mr. Stanley, you have been generous 
enough to sign a bond on the occasion !” 
To which Mr. Stanley answered, ‘‘ Perhaps 
you mean fool enough! pernars I nave.” 
And Mrs. Stanley (excellent authority) has 
since openly stated, that a bond existed be- 
tween Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Stanley, to 
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the effect that Mr. Stanley should forfeit 
Fourteen Taovsanp Pounps, if Mr. Aber- 
nethy’s son was not co-lecturer with him. 
How can the Governors wink at such a 
shameful system as this, according to 
which it would seem, that Mr. Aber- 
nethy has the entire disposal of the hos- 
pital patronage, and that his own plea- 
sure and interest are alone to be con- 
sulted in its distribution. Ifthe Tueatre 


were Mr. Abernethy’s own property, he 
might barter for the various offices with 
impunity—it would call no observations 


from us; but when we see an Institu- 
tion, avowedly founded with public funds, 
and for the public good, converted into 
a shop, wherein a nefarious trading, in 
the name of ‘ science,” is exercised for 
the exclusive benefit of an individual ; 
we can scarcely restrain our pen within 
the limits of calm expression. Nor does 
it lessen our indignation, when we per- 
ceive that this traffic, coupled as it is pro- 
bably with something far more detestable, 
has been the means of excluding from the 
Theatre of St. Bartholomew's Hospital a 
man who is not less esteemed for the excel- 
lence and purity of his heart, than he is ad- 
mired for his unrivalled talents as a sur- 
geon ;—need we write the name of Law- 
rence. This gentleman was Demonstrator 
during a period of not less than Twetve 
Years; yet, to the present hour, he 
has not received a share of the lectures. 
Added to which, we might state, that he 
was Mr. Abernethy’s Apprentice ; but Mr. 
Abernethy’s partner in the lectures (Mr. 
Lawrence’s junior) was not his appren- 
tice! Are the Governors nirxp? Can 
they not see that this nonp system is cal- 
culated to perpetuate Mr. Lawrence’s ex- 
clusion? Will they lend their sanction to 
80 fou! an act of injustice? They ought to 
consider, that at least nacr the students 
who attend at St. Bartholomew's are in- 
duced to do so solely from the reputation— 
the great celebrity, which Mr. Lawrence 
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has acquired? Thus, according to the pre« 
sent arrangement, Mr. Anrrneray is in the 
receipt of a large income in consequence of 
the fame of Mr. Lawrence. The publica- 
tion of hospital reports having shown the 
public the spot on which the genius of 
Lawrence shines, pupils are now flocking 
from all parts of the kingdom, eager to be 
illuminated with that knowledge which is 
so pre-eminently capable of guiding their 
steps in safety through the intricate mazes 
of surgical practice. Mr. Lawrence’s non- 
appointment to a lectureship in the Theatre 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, may be re- 
garded asa national calamity. That insti- 
tution furnishes such a rich fund of mate- 
rials for advancing a knowledge of the science 
of surgery, that it is impossible to reflect, 
without deep regret, upon their not being 
rendered available to the exercise of his 
capacious and vigorous mind. 

We fully expect that the Governors will 
discharge their duty on Tuesday next, to the 
entire satisfaction of the public, and so ren- 
der an application to Parliament, for the 
purpose of showing that the anaromicaL 
ESTABLISHMENT Of St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital is a rustic, and not a private institu- 
tion, altogether unnecessary. 


SUBSCRIPTION 


TO PAY THE PINE AND LAW EXPENSES 
MR. W. COOKE, OF EXETER. 


Subscriptions already announced 156 


From Wakefield, Yorkshire. 
Mr. Horsfall and his pupils, 
Mr. Horsfall ... 
Mr. W. Rowlandson.... 
Mr. E. Horsfall........ ecccee 
Mr. M. Preston...... 


Mr. W. R. Milner, pupil at 
Messrs. B. and E. Walker's 


Mr. Ross ..cosccssccecveess 
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Modern Domestic Medicine, or a Popular Trea- 
tise, illustrating the Character, Symptoms, 
Causes, Distinction, and correct Treatment, 
of all Diseases incident to the Human Frame ; 
embracing all the modern improvements in 
Medicine, with the opinions of the must dis- 
tinguished Physicians, Se. [The title 
would fill a page.}] By Joun Tuomas 
Granam, M.D., Member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, &c. 8vo. pp. 564. 
Lendon, 1827. Published by Simpkin 
and Marslall. 


Every man, according to the lawyers, who 
conducts his own cause, has a fool for his 
client ; and it is certain, that of all persons 
medical men are the least liberal in confer. 
ring the benefits of their professional expe- 
rience upon themse)ves. The lawyer grum- 
bles over his losses, without calling the 
** glorious uncertainty” to aid his cause, 
holding it, as he does, of course, specially 
in trust for the benefit of the people alone ; 
and the physician who prescribes for the 
ailments of a thousand, appears to be re- 
gardiess of his own, which are, perhaps, 
fast hurrying him to the bourne of his fa- 
thers. Strange as it may eppear, thet the 
man who has bought a ticket in the lottery 
of physic, with all the chances which a 
knowledge of anatomy and the various col- 
lateral sciences may be supposed to give 
him, should decline drawing, when bhim- 
self, the preservation of his own existence, 
is the prise—still more strange is the 
state of society, when it is pretended and 
industriously inculcated and believed, that 
any man wanting these requisites can, by 
means of medical guides, administer sac- 
cessfully to the sad catalogue of diseases 
which infest the human frame! The people 
ere deceived. Buchan and the writers on 
domestic medicine have done more for phy- 
sicians, than the readers of these sacred 
tomes are perhaps aware of. Narcissus like, 
the patient pines over his own image, and 
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gathers fresh tortures at every page of his 
reading. 

“ Guid videat nescit ; sed quod videt uritur 

Avgue’ oculos idem, qui decipit, incitat 

error. 

Upon the augury of Tiresias, si se non no- 
verit, hangs the fate of many « hapless pa- 
tient. Those persons, indeed, who under. 
take the cure of themselves, had better 
take what their appetites crave, than be 
bound by the trammels of an art which they 
cannot understand. This was old John of 
Gadesden’s advice, contained in his Row 


Anglica, 
** Que petit .Egrotans quamvis contraria 
dentur, 
Nam potius natura viget, et vota re- 
plentur.” 


Whate’er the patient craves be sure to 


give, 
Though contras he require ; 
By these dame Nature sooner will revire, 
When she has her desire ! 


A patient confiding in his knowledge of 
«« domestic medicine,”’ will of course form 
his own opinion of the nature and danger of 
his disorder ; prescribe for himself in the 
first stage of acute disenses—the only import- 
ant period—practise his physical arts in vaia, 
and call that assistance, which ought to have 
been promptly afforded him, to his aid asa 
sort of pageantry to the tomb. Much mis- 
chief also may arise from doing too little, but 
much more comes of doing too much. The 
practice of old women is preferable to that 
of the domestic physician. As an old author 
says, they do not “ sport with edged tools ;” 
being unacquainted with the powerful arti- 
cles of thé Materia Medica, their prescrip- 
tions are generally innoxious, and therefore 
do but little mischief. The family experi- 
mentalist, on the contrary, quite familisr 
with every article in the Pharmacopaia, 
with a total incapacity of distinguishing one 
disease from another, yet perfectly con- 
vinced of his knowledge in the art of heal- 
ing, Which books cannot teach, blisters and 
purges, and irritates his system by mercury, 
prescribing all the time, till, seeing the dark 
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portal staring him in the face, the physician, 
the priest, and the lawyer, are simultane- 
ously summoned, and the patient, having 
given himself up, recovers! We have reason 
to believe, that treatises on domestic medi- 
cine have had a wonderful effect in further- 
ing the spread of the gospel.* Nothing can 
be more happily devised. A better memento 
mori the world does not afford. But we are 
neither wholesale contemners of d 
medicine, nor approvers of the physic-mon- 
gering system. Physic, says an old writer, 
is like armour, a little of it well placed may 
do much good; and there are many com- 
plaints which may be safety confided to the 
people. 
« —_—__——— Another path there lies, 


The plain man's path, without proud 
Science wise ;’ 


andthis isthe path which every writer on 
domestic medicine ought to follow, but 
which Dr. Graham, without being any thing 
of a genius, appears to have sedulously 
avoided. In running over his list of dis- 
eases, the afflicted reader may well exclaim 
in the pathetic words of Linneus, 

“Hei mihi! Tot mortes homini quot 

membra, malisque 


Tot sumus infecti, mors ut medicina pu- 
tetur;” 


And ifhis morbid disposition be still insatiate, 
he will find chapters on fractures and dislo- 
cations, and substances lodged in the gullet, 
&e., equally inviting, and equally digestible 
to fill up the vacant niche in his melancholy 
memory. He may have a disease for every 
day in the year, without fancying himself 
an oyster or a cabbage! Cancer, trismas, 
and tetanus, the yellow fever, cataract, and 
rupture, are some of the “ dainty Ariels” 
which the Doctor introduces to the amateurs 
of domestic medicine! Arsenic, corrosive 
sublimate, thorn apple, croton oil, hemlock, 
prussic acid, and elaterium, some of the 
desperate weapons which the family phy- 
sician is instructed to wield! He seems to 


tic 








* Graham's work is puffed in the Metho- 
dist’s Magazine. 
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think his arrangement novel, but as far as 
any plan can be discovered, it is taken from 
the work of Dr. Reece,* and exhibits, after 
all,a pretty tolerable specimen of the absurd. 
** Materia Medica,” he says, “is that de- 
partment of the science of medicine that 
treats of the nature and properties of the 
substances which are employed to restore 
health to diseased bodies,” and proceeds to 
enumerate some of the articles employed,— 
among others, leeches and moxa! He might as 
well have added lancets and actual cauteries 
to the list. But the words materia medica mean 
only the substances employed in medicine, 
the natural products which it belongs to 
pharmacy to prepare for use, and do not 
comprehend within their meaning the la- 
vender drops, the paregoric elixir, the arti- 
ficial asses’ milk, &c. of the Doctor's dis- 
pemsatory; nor does the Materia Medica 
‘treat’ of any thing, the matters com- 
posing it being alone treated of. 
ther specimen of the ridiculous, he has 
placed burns and scalds, excoriations, abor- 
tion, menstruation, and hernia, among the 
diseases which are jumbled together with the 
sublimest confusion imaginable. He treats 
of retention of the menses at page 327 of his 
book ; then of gutta serena, injuries of the 
head, &c., till at last, page 415, he conde- 
scends to favour his readers with a section 
on menstruation. In short, the volume is 
principally a confused jumble of compila- 
tions from the works of Drs. Parr, Hooper, 
Willich, Todd, Thomson, and Mr. Samuel 
Cooper, authorities, however, which the 
modest Doctor has not taken the pains to 
acknowledge, although he has copied their 
works with a fidelity unprecedented in the 
annals of unblushing plagiarism. A hun- 
dred examples of this baseness might be 
adduced, but one or two will suffice :— 


As ano- 





* The Medical Guide, by R. Reece, 
M. D., 8vo. 14th edition, London, 1824, 
which, approaching nearer to what a treatise 
on domestic medicine ought to be, is an 
useful work. 





CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 


Granam. 

The various articles of nourishment 
we derive from the vegetable kingdom, 
may with propriety be divided into five 
orders, viz. 1. The different species of 
farina or grain, such as wheat, rye, bar- 
ley, oats and rice; 2. The legumes or 
pulse, such as pease, beans, kc. ; 3. The 
varied kinds of salads and pot herbs ; 
4. All the different kinds of roots ; and 
5. Fruit.” 

Grauam. 

“The flesh of the sucking pig is 
reckoned a great delicacy, and is very 
nourishing.” 


It is desirable that every one should be so 
far acquainted with medicine, as to know 
how to take care of his health, and to dispel 
his minor ailments; but with Dr. Graham 
for their guide, there is no fear of people 
becoming too knowing in this respect. His 


work may make them sick, it has given us a 


Wiican on Diet. 


“ The various articles of nourishment 
we derive from the vegetable kingdom, 
may with propriety be divided into five 
orders, viz. 1. The different species of 
farina or grain, such as wheat, rye, bar- 
ley, oats, and rice; 2. The legumes or 
pulse, such as pease, beans, &c.; 3. The 
varied kinds of salads and pot-herbs; 
4. All the different kinds of roots; and 
5. Fruit.” 

Srvcrate’s Code of Health. 


«The flesh of the sucking pig is 
reckoned a great delicacy, and 1s also 
very nourishing.” 


desperate headach, and since he says that 
‘the great object of medicine is the relief 
of irritation,” we recommend him to buy up 
his copies in circulation, and to compile no 
more. His secret medicine for cancer might 
have been innoxious; but this is more, we 
are afraid, than can be said for his book. 








FROM 
AND PHYSICAL SOCIFIY OF CALCUTTA. 


Case of Hydrophobia in a Native. 
Cavett, Esq. 

In April, 1822, while I was attached to 
the civil station of Dinagepoor, a native was 
brought to me who had been bitten one 
month and eleven days previously, by a dog, 
in the calf of his right leg. The wound had 
healed, though the scars were visible ; and 
he experienced no inconvenience until three 
days before I saw him, when his most ur- 
gent symptom was pain, which he referred 
to his bladder, with an inability to make 
more than two or three spoonfuls of yellow 
coloured urine, at any one time. The pain 
gradually increased, and an entire incapa- 
bility of swallowing either solids or fluids 
came on, attended by great pain in his head, 
his eyes looking wild and suffused, his 
tongue slightly foul, his breath very offen- 
sive, bowels regular, pulse 76, but very 
wiry and labouring, his countenance indi- 
cating the greatest distress. Skin natural, 
pain over the pubes excessive ; so much so, 
as frequently to make him writhe, and there 
was the most exquisite tenderness on 
pressure. 

AsI was doubtful whether these symp- 
toms proceeded from the bite, I determined 
to try to make him swallow, aud procured 
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,8ome water for the purpose. He shuddered 
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at the sight of it, and said he could not take 
However, I repeated my request, and 
attempted to put the water to his mouth 
when convulsive spasms came on. As he 
was a native, and | knew more to be ope- 
rated upon by fear than entreaty, I ordered 
two Chuprassies with rattans to stand by, 
while I threatened to flog him if he did not 
drink ; but I did not succeed beyond getting 
the lota to his lips, and forcing a small quan- 
tity of the water into his mouth, which, in 
the most menacing manner, I desired him to 
swallow ; but his attempt was succeeded by 
dreadful spasms, and the water was squirted 
from his mouth to a considerable distance. 
It occurred to me, that hydrophobic patients 
were said to be unable to gaze at a looking- 
glass. I sent for one, upon the sight of 
which he shuddered, and turned from it in- 
stantly. 

These circumstances convinced me that 
the case before me was indeed hydro- 
phobia ; and knowing that hitherto all the 
means which had been resorted to were 
equally unavailing, I resolved trying bella- 
donna in a large dose. At10 o'clock, a. ™., 
1 gave him four grains of the extract made 
into the consistence of honey, which I put 
upon his tongue with a spatula, taking care 
he did not spitit out. I then sat by him till 
eleven ; but as no change had taken place, I 
determined on bleeding him. On opening 
the vein, the blood flowed freely. When 
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the pulse became influenced, I placed my 
thumb over che orifice, and checked the| 
bleeding till it rallied, when I permitted 
more to flow. In this manner, in about an 
hour and half, I took away altogether 40 
ounces. He fainted, and remained faint 
a few minutes. When he recovered, I 
asked him if he would drink ; he replied, 
Yes! and without difficulty swallowed 
nearly half a pint of water. As he still 
cungietast of the pain over the pubes, I 
directed three drachms of opium, made into 
the consistence of paste, to be rubbed into the 
part, which was done in my presence. He 
shortly after fell asleep for a few minutes, | 
and at about two o'clock, p. m., voided nearly | 
a pint of colourless urine ; and here I must 
observe, that there was no evidence (by 
examination) of water in the bladder before 
he took the medicine. His pulse was quiet ; 
he complained of hunger, but not thirst, and 
was free from pain. At three o'clock, Pr. ™., 
he awoke quite comfortably, and made half 
a pint more urine, complaining still of 
hunger. I ordered some chicken broth to 
be made for him. At six o'clock, r.™., he 
continued comfortable, made a good deal of 
urine ; pulse was still subdued, skin cool ; 
and he took the broth, which he swallowed 
without difficulty. On the 19th, at eight 
o'clock, a. m., slept well through the pre- 
ceding night in my Bungalow, without any 
unfavourable symptom ; but the bowels not 
having been opened, I administered a dose 
of castor oil, which acted freely. At four 
o'clock, p. m., I allowed him a small quan- 
tity of boiled rice ; and, on the following 
morning, he left me well. 

This case will be considered interesting 
on various accounts ; but my observations 
must be confined to the three following 
points, namely, 

First. Whether it was hydrophobia or not. 

Secondly. If it was, what share the bella- 
donna had in its cure: and, thirdly, how far 
that medicine is entitled to a future trial, on 
another occurrence of the disease. 

First, then, as to whether it was hydro- 
phobia. To me,! confess, there appeared 
to be only one symptom wanting to com- 
plete its character, which was pain, or an 
unnatural appearance in the cicatrices of 
the wound. 

It is true, my patient had suffered incon- 
venience three days before I saw him, 
which is too often sufficient to bring the dis- 
ease to a crisis in a European constitution ; 
but I cannot help suspecting, that in this, 
as in other active diseases, the native habit 





is more slowly influenced, and that to this 
cause may be attributed the little progress 
made during the time | have just men- 
tioned. 


CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 





If indeed this case was not hydrophobia, 
what was it? All the symptoms but = 
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are common to the disease, namely, the 
pain which he referred to the bladder, and 
the want of secretion of urine. But as the 
bite was in the lower extremity, and as the 
disease is su to come oa from absorp- 
tion, the public, | think, will find little difii- 
culty in accounting for this ; and to them I 
leave this question to be decided upon. I 
shall proceed to the second point, which 
opens a wide field for reflection and dis- 
cussion—the share which belladonna had in 
the cure. 

It is necessary to premise, that by making 
the extract of the consistence | did, and 
putting it myself into his mouth, I feel con- 
fident that it must have been swallowed, as 
I did not allow the patient to spit until after 
he had taken the first quantity of water. 
Admitting that he did swallow it, from the 
nature of the medicine it is evident that one 
of two circumstances must have existed,— 
either that the extract was bad, which I 
could not-admit, as it had only a few days 
previous arrived from the General Dispen- 
sary ; or that it must have produced some 
effect. Arguing in favour of the latter fact, 
in ordinary cases, the same, or even smaller 
doses, would have produced great vertigo, 
dimness of sight, redness and tumefaction of 
the face, and more particularly of the 
tongue, which becomes too large for the 
mouth, as is proved in many cases men- 
tioned by Mr. Bailey of Harwich, in his 
work on Neuralgia. 

In my patient, none of these symptoms 
came on, the only perceptible effect being 
diuretic; from which I should infer, that 
the power of the remedy was exbausted in 
subduing the violence of the disease, as we 
see takes place in the most powerful arti- 
cles of our Pharmacopia, as opium, arsenic, 
&c. That bleeding was resorted to, does 
not take anything from the belladonna ; for 
we all know how frequently, and to what an 
enormous extent, patients have been bled in 
this disease without success. but there is 
one circumstance to which [ would particu- 
larly direct the attention of the Society, as 
being, in my estimation, of peculiar import- 
ance in acute diseases, which is, not tying 
up the arm because the patient is faint, 
but stopping the bleeding a few minutes 
until he recovers, when we usually find bim 
capable of bearing further depletion, by 
which means the pulse is often fina!ly sub- 
dued, as in the case before us. And here I 
must observe, that bleeding was doubtless a 
useful auxiliary, probably by reducing the 
system, and consequently rendering it more 
susceptible of the beneficial influence of the 
belladonna. The same argument may also 
be applied to opium, which I only resorted 
to in order to relieve a local pain, The 
quantity w.s large, but the urgency of the 
case demanded urgent measures; and as 
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success was the result of my exertions, I 
should not perhaps, under similar circum- 
stances, do wrong in applying the same 
means. And this leads me, thirdly, to in- 
quire what claims the belladonna has toa 
trial in hydrophobia. If it be true that this 
was a case of hydro hobia, and if it be also 
true that bleeding does not cure that dis- 
ease, and that opium is equally powerless, 
it is but fair to conclude, that it ought to be 
had recourse to, that experience may es- 
tablish its value, which an individual case 
cannot do. One strong presumptive cause 
for hope is, the known efficacy of this plant 
in those affections to which this awful 
malady is supposed to bear relation, and 
among which, authors who have written on 
the subject, have classed it. 
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GRADUATES OF EDINBURGH TO THE ROYAL 
COMMISSIONERS. 


Ir will be seen from a perusal of the an- 
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|must be, their speedy removal. This Petj- 
tion was got up in a way which at once be. 
speaks the good sense of the graduates, and 
the strength of their cause ; it was not ob. 
tained by any public clamour or private in- 
trigue, but from the simultaneous convic- 
tion that it was their duty to endeavour to 
procure for their successors a removal of 
the injustice done to themselves. A con- 
siderable effort was made by the “ things 
as they are” party to prevent the reform- 
ers from getting a majority, but it was un- 
| successful. 

The regulations at present existing in the 
| College Library are absurd, unless it be 
wished to exclude the students altogether ; 
| and the purchase of an admission ticket to 
|the Museum of Natural History, a positive 
| act of injustice. Since it is the property of 
the University, it should be open to all fre- 
/quenting the University, and not be made 





nexed petition that all is not right in the/@ bait to a course of lectures. In short, 
University of Edinburgh ; and that, not-|€very complaint stated by the petitioners, 
withstanding all Dr. Duncan junior has en- deserves a careful and close consideration, 
deavoured to show to the contrary, its|and we therefore strongly recommend the 
Governors must be said to follow rather| memorial to the attention of Lord Melrose, 
than lead in “‘ the march of improvement.’’ aud the other members of the Commission, 
To the Royal Commissioners appointed to visit 
the Universities of Scotland. 

I. We the undersigned graduates of the 


Many of the complaints expressed in this 
petition are of a very grave nature, and call 
for immediate redress; and we do not re- | 
member to have read a document in which University of Edinburgh, of the Session of 





the allegations are stated with more fair- 
ness and temper. 
students of Edinburgh have long complained 


in vain, and this inattention to their re- 


Of these grievances the 


peated remonstrances induced them ro sub- 
mit their case to the Royal Commission, 
where it will be sure to receive that atten- 
tion which it demands, supported as it is 
by the signatures of the masoriry of the 
one hundred and sixty, who have just taken 
their medical degrees in that school. This 
is a fact which must speak loudly in the 
ears of the Royal Commissioners ; a majority 
of the one hundred and sixty come forth and 
boldly protest against the iniquities of their 
alma mater ; the sure consequence of which 


1827, being aware that your Lordships and 
the Gentlemen composing the Commission 
have been sitting a considerable time to re- 
ceive reports concerning the government 
|of this University, embrace this opportu- 
|nity of laying certain grievances before you 
for your consideration, and, as we hope, for 
redress. 

When the government of a literary and 
scientific institution is left to individuals 
almost exclusively engaged in commercial pur- 
suits, it cannot be supposed to be very ef- 
ficient ; and we humbly conceive that per- 
sonal interest and party spirit will frequent- 
ly induce such persons to swerve from jus- 
tice in their administration, and that if the 
contrary should happen, itis to be attribut- 
ed solely to chance. The essors of the 
University of Edinburgh have always been 
chosen by the Lord Provost and Town Coun- 
cil, and the manner in which such elections 
are conducted exclude all open competi- 
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tion. Far as it is from our wish to cast} 
reflections on any individual among the pre- 


sent body of professors, we cannot but de- 
precate be mode in which the elections are 
made. 

IL. We would next respectfully call your 
attention to certain usages, preventing our 
free access to the works in the College Li- 
brary, a collection which, it may be pre- 
sumed, was principally intended for the 
benefit of the students; such benefit, how- 
ever, is completely counteracted by the 
following causes :— 

1. Professors, members of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, and students, are allowed 
to retain books in their possession an in- 
definite period, sometimes extending to seve- 
ral months. 

¢. Professors aud members of the Royal 
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sion of the session. We feel convinced, 
that without detracting from the absolute 
instruction contained in the courses at pre- 
sent delivered in the University, that they 
might be delivered in a six months’ session, 
without requiring our attendance on each 
more than once in the twenty-four hours. 
In addition we would state, that students 
attending the University for the first time, 
not being aware of the existing practice, 
generally enter to the lectures of one or more 
of the private teachers, whose instruction 
they are obliged subsequently to forego, in 
consequence of the hour at which they lec- 
|ture being occupied by the second lecture 
|of some one of the professors of the Uni- 
versity. 

V1. The loss of time which happens, and 
jnecessarily the great expense incurred, by 
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College of Surgeons, claim a right of ob- | candidate graduates being detained in Edin- 


taining an unlimited number of books, the 
exercise of which right by so many indi- 
viduals, places the books in general requi- 
sition beyond the reach of the students, and 
almost amounts to a prohibition. 

3. From the short time allowed daily for 
the delivery of books, and the small number 
of librariens employed, students are neces- 
sarily obliged to wait a great length of time, be- 
fore they can ascertain if they can procure 
any book, and are often obliged to return un- 
attended to, and unsupplied. 

4. Certain books which, on account of 
their value, are not allowed to circulate 
among students, are, notwithstanding, taken 
out of the library by the professors and 
members of the Royal College of Surgeons ; 
thus students are ahee prevented from enjoy- 
ing even the limited privilege of consulting 
such works within the library. 

5. The provisions made to enable us to 
consult such works are mean, miserable, 
and ill-calculated for the purpose intended. 
With scarce any accommodation for read- 
ing, and subjected to constant interruption ; 
the ends of study are thus totally frustrated. 

III. We would respectfully submit, that 
the Museum of Natural History being the 
property of the University, it appears unjust 
that the students (excepting those attending 
the lectures on the subject) should nut have 
access to it without paying for the ticket of 
admission, 

IV. We feel, as a grievance, the non- 
existence of any law or regulation by which 
& professor can be prevented continuing in 
otlice, when by age, or other infirmity, men- 
tal or corporeal, he shall no longer be able to 
discharge the duty of his chair in a manuer in- 
cumbent on him as a teacher, and essential 
to the welfare of the student. 

V. We would further represent, that we 
suffer material inconvenience from the prac- 
tice at present by the professors, 
of lecturing twice @ day towards the conclu- 
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burgh, one, two, or three months after hav- 
ing undergone the examination which, de 
facto, qualifies them for obtaining the medi- 
cal degree, we feel as a heavy grievance. 
Some pass more than three months previous 
to the final day of graduation, and yet are 
compelled to remain here, ostensibly for 
two additional examinations, which are, it 
must be admitted, merely pro forma; an in- 
stance of rejection at either of them being 
so rare, that the list of graduates is actually 
printed previous to their taking place. As 
the benetit of the commercial interest of the 
town appears to be the only object gained 
by such detention, the undersigned respect- 
fully submit that this frivolous waste of time 
ought to be dispensed with, after they have 
satisfied the medical faculty of their being 
deserving of the diploma. 

VII. We beg further tostate, that whereas 
one or two of the medical classes are regu- 
larly examined by their respective professors, 
a practice, the utility of which experience 
has fully demonstrated, we have to regret 
that this practice is not more generally 
adopted ; and that whilst one professor ex- 
amines his class personally and gratuitously, 
we feel it a grievance that some only employ 
a deputy, and others exact a fee. 

VIII, and lastly. We beg leave to repre- 
sent, that formerly the Saturday was con- 
sidered a day on which the students were 
exempted from attendance on the Univer- 
sity, that those whose health required re- 
laxation, or who had friends in the neigh- 
bourhood, were thus enabled to make execur- 
sions into the country without infringing 
on their course of study, and that others 
were hereby afforded an opportunity of 
bringing up any arrears in their notes or 
reading. We therefore have felt, as a 
grievance, the practice lately adopted by 
the professors, of continuing their pre- 
lections every lawful day. We wish respect- 
fully to represent, that this deprivation of 
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our only holyday is not only adverse to our 
health and comforts, but that it forces us too 
frequently to appropriate either to recrea- 
tion or study, that day which we feel should 
be devoted to far different purposes. 

In conclusion, we may state, that we have 
been induced to submit the above memorial 
to the commissioners’ consideration, from 
having personally felt the grievances therein 
complained of; in so doing, however, we 
have not presumed to suggest any remedy, 
and being now personally uninterested in 
the management of the University, we have 
been actuated only by a wish for the advan- 
tage of our successors. 


Edinburgh, July 29, 1827. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


—_—— 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


CASE OF ‘* DELIRIUM TREMENS,” IN WHICH 


LARGE DOSES OF OPIUM WERE EXHIBITED 
WITHOUT PRODUCING ANY SENSIBLE EF- 
rect. 


Tur following case of “ delirium tremens,” 
which was recently in the Hospital under 
the care of Dr. Elliotson, shows, that under 
the high nervous excitemest which is an 
essential condition of this disease, the sys- 
tem is insensible to the action of those re- 
medies which, under ordinary circumstances, 
produce the most powerfui effects. 

T. B., wtat. 29, of intemperate habits, 
was admitted into Abraham's W ard, under 
the care of Dr. Elliotson. He had been ill 
for several weeks previous to admission ; 
he laboured under great mental agitation, 
looked wild and terrified, talked incohe- 
rently, and was in a constant state of tre- 
mour. When questioned, he complained of 
pain in his head and almost every part of 
the body, but more especially above the 
pubes. The bowels were costive; the 
urine scanty ; the tongue clean ; the pulse 
slightly accelerated, but soft and compres- 
sible. He had, apparently, great imperfec- 
tion in the power of volition, and the mus- 
cles in different parts of the body, were 
oceasionally affected with spasms ; a large 
quantity of frothy saliva issued from his 
mouth. 

Such was the condition of the putient 
when admitted into the Hospital, and Dr. 
Elliotson designated it, a case of ‘* delirium 
tremens.” As bat little change occurred in 
the state of the patient from day to day 


during his sojourn in the Hospital, it will 
be suticient to state ona the means 
employed. The poor fellow remained about 
a fortnight in the Hospital, when he was 
dismissed, and by the advice of Dr. Elliot. 
son sent to Bethlem, the case having as. 
sumed, in the Doctor's opinion, the cha. 
racter of ‘‘ confirmed insanity.” 

The means had recourse to were—pur- 
gatives; the use of the warm bath at 95°; 
blister to the forehead and occiput ; two 
minims, gradually increased to four, of 
Prussic acid three times a day, and subse- 
quently, in lieu of the acid, two grains of 
opium, which were gradually increased to 
eight grains, and this dose was continued 
several days without producing any sensible 
effect on the system. During the exhibi- 
tion of the opium, and indeed throughout 
his stay in the Hospital, he slept but fors 
few minutes; his pulse was at all times 
soft and full, varying from 72 to 84. 

We have learned since this report was 
written, that the man was admitted into 
Bethlem, and dismissed at the expiration 
of a week as incurable ! ! 


CASE OF CHRONIC RHEUMATISM, CURED BY 
ACUPUNCTU RATION. 


In the following case of chronic rheuma- 
tism, the most decided relief was obtained 
by the operation of acupuncturation, under 
the direction of Dr. Elliotson. 

A girl, from the country, 19 years of age, 
was admitted into Queen's Ward on the 
28th of June. She had been affected four 
months with severe pain in the left hip, 
thigh, and leg; the pain was almost con- 
stant, apparently having its seat in the 
muscles, and the girl walked lame. There 
was no increased heat about the hip, nor 
more than ordinary susceptibility of the 
sciatic nerve manifested when pressure was 
made between the trochanter and tuber 
ischii over the nerve. There’ was not, in 
fact, as Dr. Elliotson remarked, any evi- 
dence of an inflammatory disposition in the 
parts. He therefore directed that the hip, 
outer part of the thigh, and calf of the leg, 
should be submitted to the operation of acu- 
puncturation for two hours daily—that is to 
say, the needles being introduced into the 
parts, were to remain for that period. 

A report made on the 7th of July, nine 
days after the patient’s admission, by Dr. 
Elliotson, states that the patient is quite 
well—has no pain, and is, accordingly, dis- 
missed cured, the operation having been 
performed three times. The relief which 
the girl experienced, after the first opera- 
tion, was strikingly manifest; we omitted 
to remark that she had taken medicines, and 
used various liniments previous to her ad- 








DISEASE OF THE TONGUE. 


mission into the Hospital, without obtaining 
any benefit. 

‘Dr. Elliotson has employed acupunctura- 
tion, in certain cases of chronic rheumatism, 
for several years past ; and his practice at 
the Hospital having afforded him ample op- 

rtunities for ascertaining its merits, he 
intends shortly to publish the result of his 
experience—which, we believe, will show 
its success in upwards of a hundred cases. 

[We are informed that a Dr. Yeats, in the 
delivery of a Croonian lecture at the College 
of Physicians, a short time since, classed to- 
gether the stethoscope, acupuncturation, me- 
tallic tractors, and phrenology—and de- 
clared them to be alike, ** ephemeral follies.” 
This is, perhaps, well enough for the Coilege 
of Physicians—it is quite in accordance with 
their cobwebed prejudices, but we cannot 
help expressing our disgust at such bigo- 
try. There is an ‘‘ ephemeral folly,” we 
would remind this Dr. Yeats, which is well 
worthy of all satire—we mean the pompous 
advertisement paragraphs which ever and 
anon appear in the columns of a fashionable 
morning paper, announcing that Dr. Yeats 
has returned to town from attending Duke 
A. or Lord B. This ** ephemeral folly” is 
intended, we have no doubt, as a metallic 
tractor.] 


——_ 
SINGULAR DISEASE OF THE TONGUE. 


S. V. wtat. $1, a labourer, pale, and ap- 
parently out of health, was admitted into 
King’s Ward, under the care of Mr. Travers, 
on the 5th of July, on account of disease of 
the tongue. 

On examination, the lower half of the 
tongue was found to be so much swollen as 
to form a very considerable tumour, inter- 
rupting the power of articulation, and also 
the process of deglutition in some measure. 
The swelling was, apparently, an enlarge- 
ment of the substance of the tongue itself, 
beginning within, and extending equally in 
all directions. The tumour was very firm 
to the feel, but elastic, and tender when 
much pressed ; on each side were observed 
small wbercular projections, some of which 
were ulcerated, and had the appearance of 
apthe. The man complained of lancinating 
pain in the part, which, he said, extended 
upwards tothe head; there was slight glan- 
dular enlargement beneath the jaw. 

The account which he gave of the disease 
was, that he first perceived a small hard 
*‘ pumple”’ in the upper part of the tongue, 
two years since, which went on gradually 
enlarging. His general health, he said, had 
suffered much of late ; he was affected with 
dyspepsia, flatulency of the bowels, pain at 
the pit of the stomach, with an occasional 
discharge of watery fluid into the mouth— 
in fact, with every symptom indicative of 
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what is sweepingly termed—disorder of the 
digestive organs. 

Mr. Travers on the 7th directed, 

-wwier of sarsaparilla, 2 scruples ; 
Carbeate of soda, 1 scruple ; 
Powder of rhubarb, 7 grains ; 
to be taken in a cup-full of decoction of sar- 
sgparilla three times a-day. 

On the 18th, a seruple of carbonate of iron, 
with jive grains of powdered rhubarb, were 
prescribed, to be taken three times a-day. 

On the 25th, the former medicines were 
discontinued, and the patient was ordered, 

Colocynth pill, 3 grains ; 
Galbanum pill, 5 grains ; 
to be taken at bed time ; 


Sulphate of quinine, 3 grains ; 

Infusion of roses, 10 drachms : 

Tincture of cardamoms, 1 drachm ; 
to be taken three times a day. 


Under this treatment, the tumefaction of 
the tongue gradually lessened, and at the 
same time the dyspeptic symptoms yielded, 
clearly showing its intimate connexion with 
the local disease. 

On the 27th, there was very little swell- 
ing of the tongue ; only a slight thickening 
could be felt, it was clean and moist, but on 
the dorsum there were numerous deep fis- 
sures to be observed. Shortly after this, 
the patient was dismissed the Hospital 


{ cured. 


OPERATIONS. 


The operations performed since our last 
report, are the removal of a tumour from 
the thigh by Mr. Iravers; lithotomy and 
amputation of the leg by Mr. J. H. Green. 

In Mr. Travers’ case, the tumour was 
situated in the upper part of the thigh, 
immediately below Poupart’s ligament; it 
was about the size of a goose’s egg, very 
hard to the touch, and of two years stands 
ing. An incision being made through the 
integuments, the sartorius muscle was seen 
to pass directly over the tumour; Mr. Tra- 
vers drew it to the outer side, and then 
proceeded to dissect out the diseased mass. 
It was very closely situated on its inner 
sidf@ to the femoral sheath, and on cutting 
through its inferior attachments, a very 
large artery was divided, which formed a 
kind of root to the tumour, and was appa- 
rently the source whence it was fed. A 
section of the tumour showed it to be uni- 
form throughout ; it had somewhat the ap- 
pearance of udder, and was of semi-carti- 
laginous density. 

Mr. Green's operation of lithotomy was 
performed with the gorget; there was con- 
siderable delay in extracting the calculus. 
The amputation of the leg was performed in 
consequence of a diseased tarsus. 
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FRACTURE.—SCROTAL HERNIA. 


{goed likely to have resulted from its use, 
os |but can easily conceive it might have bee 
GUY’S HOSPITAL. | productive of much mischief. 4 


CASE OF FRACTURE OF THE OTERRUM: | cGE OF STRANOULATED SCROTAL HER : 
: ‘ ANGULA pRNIA.— 
W. M., a middle-aged man, of spare habit,)  opprarion aNd REMOVAL OF A PORTION 
was brought to the Hospital in the afternoon) op owen tUM.—PATAL TERMINATION FROM 
of Tuesday, the 24th of June, and placedin) jyrenwat HAEMORRHAGE 
Accident Ward, under the care of Mr. Mor- | 
gan. He had received severe injury to the James Bishop, wtat. 27, of spare habit, 
chest, in consequence of falling from aladder was admitted into the Hespital on the even. 
at the same time that he had a sack of flour|ing of the ist of August, on account of 
on his back. The ladder also gave way, strangulated scrotal hernia. He stated, that 
and he fell forward, his chest forcibly} he had been the subject of hernia on the 
striking against the ladder. He did not) right side from his birth; that the hernia 
cough up, or vomit any blood, but bled from | frequently descended, but was again easily 
the nose. Venesection wes had recourse | replaced. He had worn a truss for several 
to, and he was then brought to the Hospital. years past, which effectually kept up the in- 
At the time of admission, there was great | testine, during the time it was on, Put if he 
swelling and ecchymosis about the sternum,;} chanced to remove it, he found that a very 
but it was distinctly ascertained that a frac- | trivial exertion occasioned the descent of 
ture of the sternal bone had taken place, at the hernia. On the evening of the 31st ult., 
about the middle of its second portion, the he indulged freely in ardent spirits, or, in 
upper part remaining considerably elevated. other words, he got drunk, and vomited, 
The patient's respiration was difficult; he under which exertion the hernia descended ; 
was piaced in bed, leeches applied to the he was at this time without a truss. He 
part, and some aperient medicine exhibited. did not, however, think proper to take fur- 
25. The man’s breathing is now easy ;' ther notice of it, but went to bed ; early in 
he states that he found much relief from the the morning he was attacked with nausea 
leeches. The pulse is 96, and moderate ;' and retching, accompanied with consider- 
he has been bled from the arm this morning able pain at the lower part of the abdomen ; 
to the amount of twelve ounces ; his bowels the hernia was still down. In this state a 
are freely open. He is placed on his surgeon was sent for, who had recourse to 
back with pillows underneath, so that his venesection and the use of the taxis for 
shoulders are thrown backwards, and the some time, but without effect. As the 
sternum advanced. But the irregularity of man had formerly been under the care of 
the bone still remains ; the elevation of the Mr. B. Cooper, the surgeon recommended 
upper, or, we may say, rather the depression him to go to Guy's Hospital, but previously 
of the lower portion being perceptible to to call at Mr. Cooper's residence. This 
the sight, now that the swelling of the soft gentleman being at home, saw the man, and 
parts has subsided. attempted for a short period to return the 
27. Complains of cough—in other re- | hernia, but finding his efforts ineffectual, 
spects, doing well. The same position is| he desired him to go to the Hospital, and at 
maintained; but it is worthy of remark, the same time directed the dresser of the 
that he lies with his knees drawn up, in}week, Mr. Randell, to have recourse to 
which position, he says, that he feels; the warm bath, and a gentle use of the 
most easy. taxis. It was about half past six in the 
From this time nothing material occurred. | evening when the man came to the Hospi- 
On the 2d of August, he was walking in the |tal; the hernia was of moderate size,*tense, 
Hospital square ; he said he felt quite well, | but not very tender ; he had occasional hic- 


his breathing was not at all interrupted. 
We found, on examining the sternum, that 


cup, but no retching ; he complained of ex- 
cessive pain in the lower part of the abdo- 


the projection of bone was still distinct.| men, extending to the scrobiculus cordis, at 


No bandage had been applied. 

This case is interesting, as an example 
of fracture of the sternum, unattended by 
any signs of internal mischief, a circum- 
stance of rare occurrence, considering the 
violence necessary to the production of a 
fracture of the bone. The treatment em- 
ployed, also, is worthy of remark: it is 
generally directed to pass a roller round the 
chest, which was not adopted in the present 


case ; indeed, we can scarcely suppose apy 
| 





the same time the belly was tense and ten- 
der on pressure. His tongue was much 
furred, but moist; pulse 130, and herd. 
He was placed in the warm bath, bled to 
syncope, and then attempts wére yery cau- 
tiously made to reduce the hernia, but not 
the least impression was made on the tu- 
mour. 

At half past eight o’clock, Mr. Cooper 
came to the Hospital, and on seeing the 
patient, immediately determined on the 
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STRANGULATED SCROTAL HERNIA. 639 
great many scybala. At eleven o'clock, 
Mr. Cooper again saw the patient, and con- 
An incision was made through the inte- | sidered him to be much better ; the abdo- 
guments, commencing at a short distance | men being, however, still very tender, and 
above the external ring, terminating the pulse sharp, ten ounces of blood were 
nearly at the base of the tumour. Several, taken from the arm. The enema was to be 
layers of fascia were successively divided, repeated, and 
the sac at length exposed, and carefully Sulphate of magnesia, 1 drachm ; 
opened ; it contained a considerable quan- Peppermint water, half an ounce ; 
tity of serum, @ portion of omentum, and | y 
beneath this a small knuckle, or fold of in- to be given every two hours. Such had 
testine. The gut was of a dusky red, or | been the treatment employed, and condition 
chocolate colour; with respect to the omen- | of the patient, previous to our Visit at noon. 
tum, it was in astate of extreme conges- | At this time the case presented itself to our 
tion, its vessels being gorged with black | vbservation as a singular compound of peri- 
blood. Having taken a glance en passant at | toneal inflammation, mingled with great de- 
the contents of the sac, the next object was | pression of the vital powers. The pulse 
to divide the stricture, and Mr. Cooper, on had a very remarkable character, it was 
introducing his finger, found a firm stric-| quick, but, as it were, re-acted upon itself ; 
ture at a short distance above the external) it was, in fact, what is usually denominated 
ring; this was divided, and attempts then an h ic pulse; the countenance was 
rm to return the intestine, but without anxious, and the abdomen exquisitely ten- 
effect. On passing the finger up a second | der on pressure, and tense. 
time, Mr. Cooper discovered a very firm | At four o'clock in the afternoon we again 
stricture at the internal riug, which being saw the patient with Mr. Cooper and Mr. 
freely divided, the intestine was returned Callaway: he was nearly in the same con- 
without difficulty. A question now arose as dition as described at noon. The bowels 
to the treatment of the omentum; it was|had not again been acted upon, the last 
drawn down and examined; its vessels (as|enema speedily returning free from fweal 
we have before said) were loaded with| matter. The tenderness of the abdomen 


Operation. 


black blood, which was coagulated $ under, still continuing, whilst at the same time the 
these circumstanees, Mr. Callaway, as well pulse had the peculiar character mentioned 
as Mr. Cooper, considered it proper to re- |above, Mr. Cooper directed twenty leeches 


move the protruded portion of omentum. | to be applied to the abdomen, an enema of 
This was accordingly done, a small portion| warm gruel to be administered, and three 
being left at the mouth of the sac as usual ; | rains of calomel, with one grain of opium, to 
there was considerable bleeding followed the divi- | be given immediately. 
sion of the omentum, but it ceased in the course; At ten o'clock in the evening, the tender- 
of a few minutes, the omentum having then | B€ss of the abdomen was thought to have 
slipped into the abdomen. increased ; the pulse was very rapid and 
The bernia was found to be congenital , | hard, the tongue ‘Moist, and covered with 
for after replacing the intestine and remov- ® yellow fur. Hiccup was now frequent, 
ing the omentum, the testicle was distinctly | #t seven o'clock he had vomited some bilious 
seen. The edges of the wound were ap-| matter; the anxiety of the countenance was 
proximated by means of sutures and strips OW very remarkable. He was again bled 
of adhesive plaister, and the patient was put|to eighteen ounces from the arm, under 
to bed. Mr. Cooper ordered him to take, | Which the pulse sunk. A warm emollient 


; ; cataplasm was applied to the belly, and 
amr mth meetin, 5 Coens three grains of calomel, with one grain and 


epperm . > . . * " 
until the bowels should be freely acted on. half of opium, immediately. Orfered also to 


take two grains of calomel and one of opium 
Thursday, Aug. 2. We learn from the 


; every three hours. 
dresser that Mr. Cooper saw the atient! After the venesection, the patient’s hands 
this morning at seven o'clock ; his bowels 


and face became cold, and he was exceed- 
had not then been relieved ; his tongue was|ingly faint; he gradually sank, and died 
about half past six o'clock in the morning, 
being about thirty-three hours after the 
operation, which, it will be remembered, 
was performed twenty-four hours after the 
strangulation had existed. The patientnever 
completely rallied from the last venesection ; 
there was, at one period, a slight warmth 
over the surface of the body—a feeble effort 
at reaction, but it was speedily followed by 


alarming symptoms of exhaustion. 


furred and moist, abdomen tender on pres- 
sure, and pulse quick, but compressible. 
He was ordered to have a common enema, 
with some house medicine in it, immediately, 
and this to be repeated after two hours, if 
the bowels were not freely open. Twenty 
leeches to be applied to the abdomen, with 
the subsequent use of poppy fomentations. 
Soon after the exhibition of the enema, four 
copious stools were passed, containing @ 
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Post Mortem Examination. 


On laying open the abdomen, a large 
quantity of offensive gas escaped. There 
were adhesions between the convolutions of 
the ileum, in one or two places ; but al- 
though the serous coat of the intestines was 
generally inflamed, yet the effusion of adhe- 
sive matter was limited. The peritoneum, 
lining the abdominal parietes, was more 
vascular than natural, but did not exhibit 
the signs of very acute inflammation having 
prevailed. ‘he portion of intestine, which 
had been strangulated, was lying at a short 
distance above the internal ring ; it was dis- 
tinguished by its dark colour, and, upon 
close inspection, its coats were found to be 
highly vascular throughout, and it was also 
much thickened. The omentum, where it 
had been divided, had a dark ecchymosed 
appearance, and was thickened ; it adhered 
slightly to the edge of the internal ring. 

The most important circumstance, how- 
ever, connected with this examination, con- 
sisted in finding a large portion of extrava- 
sated blood in the abdomen. On the right 
side, and near to the divided omentum, was 
a quantity of coagulated blood, amounting to 
several ounces ; and within the cavity of the 
abdomen, there was not less than a quart of 
fluid blood. The epigastric artery was ex- 
amined, and found to be uninjured ; there 
was some extravasation of blood between 

, the layers of the mesentery. 


The admission of accidents, during the 
past week, has been unusually great: there 


was one case, in which the patient fell from | 


a great height, and fractured the pelvis on 
each side, fractured several ribs, and wound- 
ed the lungs—the liver was also torn in 
several places, and there was extensive mis- 
chief done to the brain. The poor fellow 
lived but a very short time. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received from 
W. L.—A Constant Reapen—A Gover- 
nor or tHE Lonnon Hosrprrac—H. F.— 
Cc. C. C.— Atsiquis —G. — H——-h.— A 
Mopest Srupexnt—A Supporter or Pro- 
ressronat. Rigurs—and Vir. ALtian, who 
shall have our earliest attention. 


The employment of pressure, in cases of | 


uterine hwmorrhage, is a very ancient prac- 
tice. Without being aware of the rationale of 


RRESPONDENTS. 


‘the measure, the old women practising mid- 
| wifery are aware of its efficacy. They are 
,also in the habit of shortening the circulation 
in the same way, compressing the epigas- 
‘trium, and, in some degree, the aorta, in 
cases of sinking, after hemorrhage has 
ceased. 

As Expertus says, the idea of objects ap- 
pearing yellow to the jaundiced eye, is not 


always chimerical. 

‘*A Constant Reader” must apply at 
the Navy Office. We published an account 
of the examinations to which candidates 
| must submit in a former Volume, but do not, 
at present, recollect in which, 


The antacids, magnesia, and the rest of 





| the tribe, are so commonly employed in the 
disorders of children, alluded to by Mr. 


|Greives, that we do not think much good 
can be done by publishing his letter. 

It is probable that not more than one in 
ten persons bitten by a rabid dog, has hydro- 
phobia. A sensitive hypochondriac may 
have affections much resembling the dis- 
ease without being bitten at all, and, @ for- 
tiori, after being bitten by the healthy ani- 
mal. We hope this will satisfy ‘* A Coa- 
stant Reader.” 
| The practice of giving emetics in the out- 
set of intermittents, and the efficacy of the 
| sulphate of quinine, are too tite to be fur- 
ther insisted upon. 

If 1. H. J. will call at the office, the 
Publisher will appoint an interview for him 
with the Editor. 

We have heard of the threatened law- 
suits, but the parties had better be quiet— 
jone of them, at least, has been guilty of 
deeds too horrible to be exposed to the 
light. 
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1. Introduction to the Science of the 
Pulse, as applied to the Practice of Medi- 
cine. By Jutivs Rucco, M.D., &e. Royal 
8vo., 2 vols., pp. 353. London, 1827. Bur- 
gess and Hill; and Smith and Co,, Edin- 
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